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From the NEMATYC President
Roberta Kieronski

This is my last letter to you as your president. I
want to thank you for the honor of representing this
organization for the last three years. I have found it very
rewarding and I appreciate all the help I have received from
the members of the Executive Committee. NEMATYC is
fortunate to have dedicated members who are willing to
volunteer to help the organization thrive. As you will read in
this newsletter the spring conference is well underway. Judy
Carter, conference chairperson, has been working hard to
ensure an excellent time for everyone who attends.
Remember to reserve the dates April 5" and 6™ on your
calendar.

The Executive Committee has met three times since
the annual meeting and has accomplished many goals.
NEMATYC is now a non-profit organization as far as the
IRS is concerned. We are attempting to finish the paper
work to also make NEMATYC a tax-exempt organization.
This process takes a bit more work. If we get approval from
the IRS, individuals and businesses will be able to make
donations to NEMATYC and have them tax deductible. Our
policy manual is more than half completed and we will
continue working on it next year. The Executive Committee
has created a Distinguished Service Award which will be an
award granted by the committee at its discretion and
presented at the annual meeting.

There are two important items that will be
discussed at the annual business meeting. First, there is a
proposed amendment to the NEMATYC Constitution. You
will see the proposal further in the newsletter. The
amendment states a specific time for the term of office to
begin for each Executive Committee member. This was not
in the constitution and needs to be there. The second item is
the election of officers. The Nominations Committee has
been asking people to run for office. Please read the
biographies of each candidate, which are located in this
newsletter. Remember nominations will be accepted from
the floor at the annual business meeting. If you would like to
run for: President (2 year ........ (continued on next page)
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Conference Chair’s Message
Judy Carter
Did you realize that we are members of the
Palindrome Generation? We are the only generation in 1000
years to live through two palindromic calendar years in our
lifetimes — 1991 and 2002. On April 5 and 6, North Shore
Community College in Danvers, Massachusetts, will host
NEMATYC 2002: Moving Forward, Looking Backward.
Our conference title refers to 2002’s being a numerical
palindrome as well as to the truth that as educators we are
always working to improve our teaching as well as reflecting
back on what we have done in the past. At the conference,
you will have the opportunity to be intrigued by more
mathematical facts and ideas, as well as ideas for
communicating with our students.

Keynote speaker will be James Tattersall
Providence College

Each April, as another academic year winds down,
I find myself looking for inspiration and for solutions to
some of those problems I’ve encountered during the year.
Fortunately, help is always at hand in the form of the annual
NEMATYC conference. I have been attending NEMATYC
conferences for over a decade. I have always come away
with good ideas and thought-provoking conversations which
impact my approach to the profession. I’'m confident that
this year’s conference will uphold this tradition. A wide
variety of presentations and workshops will be offered and
several publishers will conduct commercial presentations of
their software and online resources.

Our conference keynote speaker will be James
Tattersall from Providence College . His talk will center on
mathematicians who have occupied the Lucasian Chair of
Mathematics at Cambridge University. The chair has been
held by such widely known mathematicians as Isaac Newton
and Charles Babbage and is currently held by Stephen
Hawking. Jim will discuss the achievements of some not so
well known Lucasians.

Attending NEMATYC conferences gets us out of
our own everyday world (continued on next page)

NEMATYC 2002

Moving Forward, Looking Backward
North Shore CC, Danvers, MA April 5 & 6




NEMATYC President’s message (cont)

term as president and then 2 years as past president), Vice
President (lyear term), Secretary (2 year term), or At-large
(2 year term), please contact me and I will add your name to
the ballot or you may wait and be nominated at the meeting.
My email address is robertak@cisunix.unh.edu.

If you are a member of AMATYC, you will notice
that your dues have increased as of January 1, 2002. The rate
now is $60 per year. Please read your AMATYC News to
learn about leadership opportunities for AMATYC
members. There are four AMATYC summer institutes
available: Outer Banks, Duck, NC from June 9-14; Teacher
Preparation, Green River CC from June 16-21; Teacher
Preparation, Grand Rapids CC from July 7-12; and
Mathematics in Hawaii from July 29-August 2. Check the
AMATYC web site, www.amatyc.org, for more information.

I hope you have an exciting and successful
semester and that you will be able to attend our conference
in Danvers, MA. If you can not attend the meeting,
remember to renew your membership so you will continue to
receive the newsletter.

Roberta Kieronski UNH

Conference Chair’s message (cont)

we see what other colleges look like, how things are done
there. We have a chance to talk to colleagues, share ideas,
triumphs, defeats, complaints. Please join us on April 5t
and 6™ for collegiality, information, inspiration, and fun!

Judy Carter NSCC

Oh — No!
Why didn’t sin(2r) = 2sin(r) get a loan?
Needed a cos(r) !
Remember this absurdity?

Consider the graph if y = 1/x from x = 1 to infinity.
The length of the curve is infinite (no news, here).
The area under the curve is infinite (Duh!). Now,
revolve the curve about the x-axis , forming a long
tapering funnel. The surface area is infinite (BOR-
ing). But the volume is finite (pi). O.K. so you can
fill the funnel with paint, but you cannot paint the
outside (or inside) surface. Tip of the hat to retired B.K.
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Think about extending your participation. Run for office. Join the Executive Committee. The
Association can use your experience, your knowledge and your energy.




PHIL MAHLER
PRESIDENT of AMATYC

Phil Mahler, Professor of Mathematics at Middlesex Community College, first ran for AMATYC Regional VP
in 1995 and lost. In 1996 he was asked to serve an un-expired term and then won the seat outright in 1997. Because
of his hard work, he was encouraged to run for President Elect in 1999. As of last November’s annual meeting in
Toronto, Phil is now president of AMATYC.

His goals for the AMATYC are to improve the organization structurally. It is currently well run but the
workload of the Regional Vice Presidents is intense. There are three meetings annually and each officer is laison with
at least one committee. The spring executive meeting alone lasts four very full days requiring the reading and studying
of over 200 pages of reports, motions and strategic planning documents. He wishes to build upon the fine work done
by a lot of very good people to make the association more efficient internally. He wants to make the tasks and
responsibilities of VPs and officers more sustainable.

Half of all undergraduates in the country are in community colleges and most of those get all their
mathematics education there. Phil sees his position as the leader of the foremost organization of two year college
teachers as one with very great challenges.

A Note From Jack Keating
Northeast Regional Vice President of AMATYC

The AMATYC Input Award deadline date is May 15, 2002. Please consider nominating yourself or a
colleague who has developed an exemplary mathematics program that uses technology and uses the Crossroads in
Mathematics: Standards for Introductory College Mathematics before Calculus. For information and nomination
materials for this award visit http://www.amatyc.org/input/index.html.

The Crossroads Document will soon be updated. The AMATYC board has voted money from our reserves
to support this most important undertaking. We are actively looking for funding sources for this project and would be
most grateful if members would consider a donation when renewing their membership.

I am the AMATYC Chairperson of the Membership Committee for the next two years. President Phil Mahler
has set as one of his goals an increase of 200 members this year. Let’s show Phil we can get him this modest increase
in his Northeast Region alone. Please invite a colleague to join AMATYC and please consider asking your institution
to become an institutional member if it is not already one. The benefits of an institutional membership far outweigh
the cost. Among those institutional membership perks are the Student Mathematics League Membership and one
complementary registration for the Annual Conference.

I look forward to seeing you at NEMATYC in April. If can be of help, please e-mail me at
jkeating(@massasoit.mass.edu or call me @ 508-588-9100 x1930.

Back when a dollar was a dollar (and no one had one)!
Taken from Franklin Elementary Arithmetic by Edwin P. Seaver, A. M. Superintendent of Public Schools, Boston and
George A. Walton, A. M., author of Walton’s Arithmetics. Arithmetical Tables, Etc. Published by Taintor Brothers & Co,
Boston 1878.
199. T sent a message of 34 words Dby telegraph, paying
95 cents for the first 10 words, and for each remaining word
2 cents. What did the message cost 7 :
130. If 2 lorse-car makes 12 trips a day, and takes on the
average 24 passengers ab b cents apiece, how much money
| o Vi,
does the conductor take in a day
131. Dr. Lawmb caught 13 and a half pounds of trout, worth
36 cents a pound. What was the lot worth ?



EDITORIAL

Bless those adjuncts! As budgets shrink and full
time faculty retire, adjuncts are becoming the teachers of the
majority of our course sections in both the day and evening
divisions. Some are retired and do a section or two to
supplement income and for enjoyment. A few have full time
employment elsewhere. More and more are

given a sample syllabus and book on loan from the
bookstore. Others get shifted to a section of algebra a week
into the semester after being prepared for calculus only to be
met by a dean demanding a current syllabus!
This is an appeal for us to do what we can to make
adjuncts experiences with us more positive.

attempting to put together full time
employment with part time teaching. The
California term “freeway flyers” has moved
East. You can easily spot that part time
teacher by the size of their brief case stuffed
with folders marked with the names of the
different colleges at which they teach. Their

Journal,

Share your
share the
NEMATYC newsletter and
welcome adjuncts to the
April conference.

We can all do more structurally within our
colleges to better inform the adjuncts of our
department’s requirements and expectations.
We can also take a few more personal
minutes than we do to make them feel
welcome and as much a part of the college as
possible. Share your AMATYC Journal, the

AMATYC

only office space is apt to be the standing room next to the
copy machine. Their filing cabinet is the trunk of their ten
year old car. If it is Tuesday, it must be Boston.....!

Most are very good at their trade, some are
excellent (a MassBay adjunct got a standing ovation from a
section of Calculus I students last year). Unfortunately,
many do not get enough help and guidance. Lucky ones are
hired a week before classes, get a college catalogue, are

NEMATYC newsletter and welcome them to the April

conference. Be quick. though. By the end of the day the

adjunct is 50miles down the road at another college teaching

Basic Math ( or was it Algebra at the CC and Calculus at the

Tech College - - - - or the Dean in the Faculty lounge with

the candlestick....).

Bless those adjuncts, they are carrying the load.

John Jacobs

James Tattersall: 2002 Conference Keynote Speaker

Our conference keynote speaker this year is James Tattersall
from Providence College. Jim received an undergraduate
degree in mathematics from the University of Virginia, A
Master’s degree from the University of Massachusetts, and a
Ph.D. in mathematics from the University of Oklahoma. He
has been a visiting scholar several times at the Department
of Pure Mathematics and Mathematical Statistics at

Lucasian Mathematicians:
The Lucasian Chair of Mathematics
at Cambridge University

Cambridge University. In 1991, he spent six months as a
visiting mathematician at the American Mathematical
Society. He has been given the Award for Distinguished
Service (1992) and the Award for Distinguished College

Teaching (1997) from the Northeastern Section of the MAA.
He is past-President of the Canadian Society for the History
and Philosophy of Mathematics, Archivist/Historian of
NES/MAA, and

currently Associate Secretary of the MAA. His book on
number theory was recently published by Cambridge
University Press.

Jim’s talk is titled Lucasian Mathematics. The
Lucasian Chair of Mathematics at Cambridge University
was endowed by Henry Lucas in 1663. Isaac Barrow was
the first to occupy the chair which is currently held by
Stephen Hawking. Many illustrious mathematicians have
held the chair in its almost 340 years of existence. They
include Isaac Newton, Charles Babbage, George Stokes, and
Paul Dirac. Jim will discuss the achievements of some not
so well known Lucasians.

Picture This

Two Professors covered in chalk stand in front of a large lecture hall filled with students. The proof of the limit of

sin(x)

X

fills

wall to wall chalk boards behind them with diagrams of sectors, triangles, limits and inequalities. The two professors are wildly
waving their arms at the audience. “What are all these theatrics?” one student in the audience asks another. “Didn’t you hears
about Professors Mahler and Keating?” “No, why?” “They are world famous. This is their renowned Calculus-1 proof by

handwaving



NEMATYC 2002

Registration Form / Membership Dues

28" Annual Meeting of the New England Mathematical Association of Two Year Colleges
April 5 and 6,2002 // North Shore Community College Danvers, Massachusetts

Name:

Institution:

Address (for Mailing):

Phone: (Work) (Home)

Email:
Presenter OYes [ONo
Will be a Presider OYes ONo.eeurernennnnn. Volunteer to help out here, please.
Will Attend Friday OYes [ONo

Will Attend Saturday OYes [ONo

Pre-register and your name will be entered to win a TI-89 calculator!!

Registration Fee: [] $45 includes Saturday breakfast, lunch, coffee and NEMATYC dues
0 $25 for students & adjunct faculty
0 $50 at the door
O Fee waived for one presenter only for each session.

Friday Dinner: $27 at Jake’s Grill in Danvers
00 New York Sirloin [] Baked Stuffed Shrimp [JLemon Pepper Chicken [JVeggie Stir Fry

Saturday Luncheon: [] Grilled Salmon  [J Chicken Ballontine  [] Pasta Primavera

S R R R R
I am unable to attend the conference, but would like to renew my membership: []$5
S o o o o o o o o o
Please mail the appropriate amount to: J lldy Carter / NEMATYC

North Shore Community College

1 Ferncroft Road

Danvers, Massachusetts 01923

Make checks payable to: NEMATYC 2002 Amount Enclosed: $

Questions??? Email jcarter@nscc.mass.edu Phone: 978-762-4000 x6664

For updated conference information check NEMATYC's website: www.bristol.mass.edu/NEMATYC/

PLEASE RETURN REGISTRATION FORMS BY FRIDAY, MARCH 22







