NEMATYC NEWS

rNewsletter of the New England Mathematical Association of Two Year Colleges|

Vol. 11, No. 2

Spring, 2003

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Maureen Woolhouse

I hope the semester break provided everyone the
sorely needed opportunity to relax and restore reserves of
energy in preparation for the spring semester now underway.
As 1 sit here writing this article, there is too much snow
outside my window and the temperatures are spending too
much time below the freezing point. Many idle thoughts are
floating through my head, distracting me from more
productive tasks, a technique perfected after years of
experimentation.

Did you know that Wilson Bentley of Vermont was
dubbed “The Snowflake Man” for his extensive work
photographing snow crystals? Bentley set out to prove that
no two snowflakes are alike. After perfecting the
photographic technique, he captured over 5,000 snowflake
images on film. Not finding any two alike, he concluded
that he was correct.

Mathematicians realize that 5,000 photographs does
not constitute a definitive proof of Bentley’s hypothesis.
And even though Bentley’s “n value” was reasonably high,
one wonders about the level of confidence that his numbers
inspire considering the population. However, mathematics
was not Bentley’s business as it is ours. And, even though
this winter may seem to drag on forever, spring and the
annual NEMATYC conference is just around the corner.

Tom Pandolfini and his team of volunteers from
Johnson & Wales University have been working very hard to
pull together an interesting and informative conference
program. “Cooking Up A Conference” is a clever and
appropriate title for an institution with a large culinary
program. The conference, which will be held the last
weekend in March, will be hosted in Providence, Rhode
Island. Providence is a lively and lovely city with a number
of cultural and culinary attractions, which alone should
entice attendees to consider staying for the entire weekend.

continued on page 2

CONFERENCE CHAIR’S COLUMN

Tom Poldofini
It is a tremendous challenge to organize a successful
academic conference. Over the past several months, I have
had the good fortune to be aided by my colleagues at
Johnson & Wales University, who ably and enthusiastically
helped with the myriad of details that needed to be
hammered out. I am also in debt to my fellow board
members of NEMATYC, who tirelessly responded to the
hundreds of questions and issues that have arisen.

But the most important source of help has come
from the folks who submitted presentation proposals. I am
proud to announce that NEMATYC 2003 will offer
approximately twenty-five talks that address everything of
concern to us: tools that help us teach more effectively;
procedures that increase student success; projects and
exercises that enhance student learning. There are also
presentations aimed at making our jobs easier, expanding
our mathematical knowledge, and even having a little fun in
the classroom. We sincerely hope you can attend.

In addition, please consider joining us at out annual
Friday night dinner. Our speaker will be Dr. David
Abrahamson, Professor of Mathematics at Rhode Island
College and former co-host of the “Dick and Dave” sports
talk show on 920AM WHIJJ. Dave is a personable and
affable guy who’s “been through the trenches” like us and
who can bring a humorous outlook on the trials we face
everyday: perfect fare for a casual, Friday evening get-
together. We will be dining at “Fire and Ice” in the
beautiful, new Providence Place Mall. The setup is buffet
style: you select what you want to eat and bring it to the
round grill, where a chef will prepare your entrée. The
experience promises to be as entertaining as the socializing
and guest speaker. And if your idea of entertainment is
shopping, consider that part of the conference schedule as
well!

continued on page 2
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NEMATYC President’s Column (cont)

Tom and his group have indeed concocted up a
smorgasbord of a conference with informative sessions,
good food and a great location. We look forward to seeing
you at the conference which affords all of us a convenient
opportunity to grow professionally and to network with
colleagues from across New England. So set aside these
important dates on your calendar: March 28th & 29" and
point your car south to Providence.

Maureen is Professor of Mathematics at Quinsigamond
Community College in Worcester, MA

Conference Chair’s Column (cont)

We are striving to bring you the best that Johnson
& Wales, Providence and NEMATYC can offer. See you at
the conference on March 28 & 29
Tom Poldifini is Professor of Mathematics and Chair of the
Department at Johnson & Wales University in Providence,
RI

AMATYC Note

A Note from NYSMATYC

The New York State Mathematics Association of
Two-Year Colleges (NYSMATYC) is holding its 2003
annual conference on April 11to 13 in the Radisson Hotel at
the Rochester (NY) airport. The theme of the conference is
Connections. Sessions will include connecting mathematics
to the world we live in via the classroom, connecting the
two-year mathematics programs to the K — 12 curriculums,
connecting the two-year mathematics programs to SUNY’s
four-year programs and connecting with our colleagues
[SUNY is the State University of New York system..Ed |

For more information on the conference, hotel
registrations and presenter forms, visit the website:
HTTP://www.nysmatyc.org. You can also contact the
conference chair: Mary Beth Orrange, Professor of
Mathematics at Erie Community college orange@ecc.edu.

MaryBeth Orange is the President Elect of
NYSMATYC

Since its inception in 1974, the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges remains

dedicated to the mission and goal. AMATYC is the only national organization exclusively devoted to improving mathematics
education in the first two years of college and the only science-related organization solely devoted to two-year college and lower

division collegiate issues.
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AMATYC Northeast Vice President’s
Report Jack Keating

I was so glad to see all of those of you who were in
Phoenix last November. We enjoyed the perfect conference
with perfect weather.

The November 13 — 16, 2003 meeting is being
hosted by Joe Gallego’s and his group in Salt Lake City.
The deadline to submit a proposal to speak is February 15,
2003. I hope to see many of you there.

AMATYC is embarking on a membership drive
and I am spearheading a drive to increase our Northeast
membership. Inside this Newsletter is a membership form.
Join THE association dedicated to the improvement of
Mathematics education in those critical first two years of our
students’ academic life. You will gain a great deal.

Susan L. Forman received the 2002 AMATYC
Mathematics Excellence Award in Phoenix. Susan is a
member of NYSMATYC and is a member from our region.
Those of use who know Susan and her many professional
activities were thrilled for her. Susan is a gem.

As you are aware, AMATYC has a teacher
Preparation Grant. This year’s activities are in the planning
stages and will include Teacher Preparation Traveling
workshops in the Spring as well as another Teacher
Presentation Summer Institute to be held on July 10-15,
2003, in Enumclaw, WA, hosted by Green River
Community College. Additional information on this
exciting activity is available at the AMATYC website,
Www.amatyc.org.

Another grant assisted summer institute will be held
at Wake Technical Community College on May 18-23,
2003, in Raleigh, NC. Participants will visit business and
industry in the Raleigh area and observe how mathematics is
applied in a variety of various settings and follow up on
these visits.

The 2003 AMATYC Outer Banks Summer
Institute: Developing Algebra Using a Function Approach
will be held June 8-13, 2003, in the “resort” town of Duck,
N.C. Paul Balong attended last year and had great things to
say about this area and program.

The deadline for proposals for the 2003 AMATYC
Input Awards is May 15, 2003. This awarded highlights
exemplary mathematics programs that use technology and
are revitalized in accordance with Crossroads in
Mathematics. Nominations for the AMATYC Excellence
Awards are due by November 3, 2003. AMATYC
consulting Professorships are available for those applying
for a sabbatical leave from their respective college.

Our crossroads document is being revisited and
more information about this process can be found by
contacting Susan Wood (swood@)jsr.vces.edu) Phil Mahler
(mahlerp@middlesex.cc.ma.us)

Jack Keating is Professor of Mathematics and Chair of the
Department at Massasoit Community College.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Lois A. Martin, Treasurer

Bank Account Balance, September 18,2000 $7407.07
INCOME:

Interest 70.36 and Membership 5.00

EXPENSES: Newsletter: 245.15, Fall Executive Board
Dinner Meeting: 327.92, AMATYC Conference Support
for NEMATYC President: 250.00

Bank Account Balance, January 28, 2001 $6659.36
Respectfully submitted, (1/17/03)

Lois Martin is Professor of Mathematics at Massasoit
Community College

AMENDMENT TO THE NEMATYC
CONSTITUTION

At the NEMATYC Business meeting following the
conference on Saturday afternoon, the membership of
NEMATYC will have an important item on which to vote.
This past fall, with the considerable efforts of Roberta
Kieronski, NEMATYC was able to gain federal tax-exempt
status.

In the process of gaining tax-exempt status, Roberta
was notified that a special article (the text of which is found
below) had to be included in NEMATYC’s constitution. If
the article was not included within a 30 day time-period,
specified by the IRS, we would have: 1) lost our application
fee, 2) had to start the entire application process over again
from scratch; and 3) the reapplication process would have
been more difficult and would not have been well-received
by the IRS. For these reasons, the NEMATYC Board
decided to add the proscribed article to our constitution
provisionally, pending approval of the membership at the
next annual meeting in Providence.

The NEMATYC Board hopes that you understand
why we have added this amendment in an unorthodox
manner and wishes to state that any future amendments to
the NEMATYC Constitution will be handled in the fashion
proscribed by the Constitution.

ARTICLE 11

This organization is organized and operated exclusively
for charitable purposes within the meaning of section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Upon winding up
and dissolution of this organization, the remaining assets
shall be distributes to a non-profit fund, foundation or
corporation which is organized and operated exclusively
for charitable, educational, religious, and or scientific
purposes and which has established its tax-exempt status
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.



Offices, Officers, Elections and Opportunities for Involvement

Over the past few years, our organization has
become more systematic, more stable and a smaller chore
for each its leaders as duties and responsibilities have been
become more well defined and spread over a wider area. A
peek at the Executive Committee on page two will show
how many contribute regularly to the health of NEMATYC.
Each person’s tasks have become more modest and more
predictable. We have a policy manual that offers direction
as the Executive Committee governs and shapes the
organization. The new constitution set up elections on a
rotating basis. A new Executive Committee is never totally
new. This allows new members to the NEMATYC
Executive Committee to become mentored, familiar with the
association and comfortably move from one position to
another. Some officers hold positions for multiple years; an
the entire slate never needs to be elected at once. That
means there are always experienced colleagues to help
newer members and provide continuity to the Association.
Our schedule of electing officers is:

President: Two year term current term expires in 2004
Vice President 1-year term Elections this year
Secretary: Two year term current term expires in 2004
Treasurer: Three year term: Elections this year

Two Members at large: two year rotating elections.

In addition, the Past President continues advising
the Association for two years and the past Conference Chair
assists for another year. The appointed positions are
Membership coordinator, Newsletter Editor, Conference
Chairperson, and Webmaster.

The Executive Committee searches for potential
candidates and the Spring Newsletter publishes bio’s of
those who have announced candidacy in advance. Elections
are held at the annual conference. Additional nominations
are allowed from the floor.

The candidate for Vice President is Elaine Previte of
QCC.

Elaine Previte holds both a BA and an MA in
mathematics from Rhode Island College. In addition, she
earned an MBA from University of Texas. She has been an
active member of NEMATYC and AMATYC since 1988.
She is a past president of NEMATYC and hosted the 1996
regional conference at Dean College. Elaine has been a
delegate to AMATYC for several years. Elaine has been
teaching college mathematics for over twenty years and has
held the position of Associate Professor of Mathematics at
Dean College and Pine Manor college. She is a co-author of
the software CLEARmath. Currently, Elaine is the director
of the Math Center at Quinsigamond Community College in
Worcester.

The candidate for Member at large is Bonnie-Lou
Wicklund of MWCC.

Bonnie-Lou Wicklund has been teaching mathematics,
physics and statistics since 1979 in the Massachusetts
community college system. Since 1999 she has been the
math coordinator and assistant director of the Academic
Support Center at Mount Wachusett Community College in
Gardner, MA. She holds both BS and MS Degrees from
Fitchburg State College. She has done additional graduate
studies at the Critical Thinking Institute at UMass. Bonnie
has been actively involved in LAANE, NEMATYC, and
AMATYC as presenter, conference chair and committee
member.

Nominations are NOT closed.

There is the opportunity for nominations from the
floor at the annual meeting. This is yet another reason to see
you at Tom’s Cookin’ up a Conference March 28 — 29 at
Johnson & Wales University in Providence If any of the
positions interest you (elected or appointed) feel free to
contact anyone listed on page two.

The work involved is more fun than difficult! The
duties of each officer and appointed position are outlined in
the NEMATYC constitution available on our web site:
HTTP://www.bristol.mass.edu/nematyc. We usually have
two Executive Committee meetings a year and attend the
conference. While the president’s duties demand more
continuous attention, the tasks for the rest usually do not
involve the equivalent of more than a day or two’s worth of
work a year. Each of the two Newsletters take only one day
to put together. This editor compiles, lays out, and sends
the Newsletter to Production Editor Judy Carter at North
shore. Membership Coordinator Sue Hoy makes sure the
distribution list is up to date and we pay for the printing &
mailing. Like all tasks, even the seemingly demanding
Editor’s job is easier than it appears with all the help from
others. No one owns any of the positions and any one would
be most happy to explain what is involved to anyone
wanting to participate in any way. See you in Providence.

Editor

Do you know a graduate student majoring in
mathematics who may be interested in community
college mathematics teaching?

AMATYC offers a limited number of FULL
YEAR MEMBERSHIPS to such students.

Contact AMATYC Regional Vice President Jack
Keating at jkeating@massasoit.ma.edu

Improve your Professional Life
Join NEMATYC Get involved with the Association




NEMATYC 2003 — “Cookin’ Up a Conference”

Registration Form / Membership Dues

29™ Annual Meeting of the New England Mathematical Association of Two Year Colleges

March 28-29, 2003
Johnson & Wales University — Harborside Academic Center — 265 Harborside Blvd., Providence RI

Name: Can’t attend? Please see mext page

Institution:

Institution Address:

Street City Zip
Home Address:

Street City Zip
Phone: (work) (Home)
Email:

Presenter? [JYes []No Will Attend Friday? []Yes [INo Will Attend Saturday? []Yes [|No

I am willing to help preside at a session [JYes []No

Pre-register and your name will be entered to win a $100 amazon.com gift certificate!

Registration Fee: includes refreshments, Saturday breakfast and lunch, and NEMATYC dues $45 if sent
by March 14; $50 at the door  $25 for students & adjunct faculty Registration fee is waived for ONE
presenter per session. Registration begins at 1:30 p.m. on Friday and 8:00 a.m. on Saturday

Saturday Luncheon (please check one): [] Chicken Cointreau  [] Vegetable Lasagna

Friday Dinner: $26 at Fire and Ice (Mongolian-style buffet), Providence Place Mall (price includes dinner,
beverage, dessert, coffee, tax and tip)

Registration $45.00/$25.00 + Friday dinner $ =TOTAL ENCLOSED: $

PLEASE RETURN REGISTRATION FORMS BY FRIDAY, MARCH 14

$45/525+ $267

Make checks payable to NEMATYC 2003 and mail to

Tom Pandolfini, White Center Johnson and Wales University
8 Abbott Park Place Providence, RI 02903

For updated conference information, check NEMATYC's website: www.bristol.mass.edu/NEMATYC/
Questions? tpandolfini@jwu.edu or (401) 598-4780







