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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Maureen Woolhouse

On behalf of the Board of NEMATYC,  I offer you

a belated welcome back to another year of academic

challenges and professional growth opportunities.  This

summer, like many of you, I attended some sessions

designed to improve my pedagogical practices. When the

date for the training sessions arrived, the day was one of the

few uncharacteristically dry and balmy ones of this past

season.  I seriously questioned my sanity in sacrificing such

a perfect golf day in the cause of professional development.

“When”, I asked myself, “would I ever be a finished

product, if not now at my particularly ripe age?” “When

would my need for training end and my pedagogical skills

be finally honed?”

In answer to my question, I recalled something a

reading of Albert Camus, the French existentialist, revealed

that seemed to rattle inside my head:  “Without work all life

goes rotten. But when work is soulless, life stifles and dies”.

I realized that without trying new ideas and methods that my

enthusiasm for teaching would stifle and die. As

professionals, we provide a sense of soul to our work by

constantly striving to become better at reaching every last

student in our classes.

As you read this edition of the newsletter, a team of

dedicated professionals at Mount Wachusett Community

College has already begun preparation on an excellent

opportunity for professional development. Bonnie Wicklund

and Paul Laverty are Co-chairs of the NEMATYC 2004

spring conference. They have included in this newsletter a

call for presenters. As I learned from my summer seminar on

Reflective Teaching Practices, sharing information with

colleagues about both successful and unsuccessful moments

in the classroom is an excellent way to improve teaching
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CONFERENCE CHAIRS’ COLUMN
Bonnie Wicklund & Paul Laverty

As you begin your Fall semester, focusing on the

demanding job of teaching mathematics to the young and

not-so-young, you’re probably searching for an opportunity

to share your classroom successes and not-so-successes with

colleagues who not only understand, but truly care about

your challenges. Well, that opportunity is right around the

corner. NEMATYC 2004:  CLIMBING NEW HEIGHTS

will be held April 2 & 3, 2004 at Mount Wachusett

Community College’s beautiful campus in Gardner, MA.

Yes, we are the Furniture Capital of New England, and for

these few days in early Spring, with your enthusiastic

support, we will also be the Mathematics Capital of New

England.

As I always tell my students: if you’ve got a

question or concern, rest assured that others in the class have

the same question or concern. And now I tell my colleagues:

if you’re intrigued by some technique, strategy or approach,

rest assured that others in the mathematics community want

to share that successful technique, strategy or approach.  So I

urge you to consider making a presentation at our

conference.  General themes include teaching techniques,

active learning strategies, distance education, assessment,

technology, regional collaborations, changing student

demographics, and other relevant topics. Share with us your

new experiences, your college’s creative responses to

mathematics education, your new grant opportunities, as

well as your tried and true approaches to this most

challenging and rewarding profession. A Call for Presenters

is included in this newsletter.

Leaving no willing participant behind, let us strive

to CLIMB NEW HEIGHTS  in mathematics education.

See you at the Mount in April.
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