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From the President e FromYour AMATYC
Elaine Previte W Northeast Regional Vice

Presdent
Ch- ch- ch- changes... JackKeating

Dear Cdleagies
Welcome back! | would like to thark all of you

who have helped me serve asthe
Sepgemteris atime of changes Days become Northeas AMATY C VicePreddent for thelag 6
shorter. The color burst of summer flowerschanges years It hasbeenatremendous experiernce. Asl
to anauumnal explosion of color of adifferert sort retire from my formal AMATY C experience which
- deeper, richer and the harbinger of the winter to started backin the 1980's when| met Helene ard
come. And we, asfaculty, mark the transition from a Sister Sparkmanin abroken elevator atthe
(relatively) carefree summer lifestyle to the hour-by- AMATYC Conferencein Calgary. | am so grateful
hour, minute-by-minute schedule thatis partand for the “true friends’ I've made from all over the
parcel of the fall semeger. country.

I'm looking forwardto attending marny more
AMATY C Conferencesand amthoroughly going to
enoy “networking” and session attendance.

How have you changed during the pag yea? We all
have gone through some changesin our personal
lives- births and deats, marriagesard divorces
pounds lost and pounds gained

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 4

Announcement & Call for Presenters

NEMATYC 2006

thern New Hampshire University
Manchester, NH
Friday and Saturday

April 21— 22,2006 ,@,.3%

Cox, Alec Ingraham, Co-Charpersons

| Call for Presentersfor NEMATY C 2006 ENCLOSED
Also see the web site www.NEMATY C.org



NEMATYC'06
Conference Chair's Column

Greetngs from the Granite State! We arebusy prepar-

ing the food, fun, and faciitiesfor the Spring 2006 con-

ference, “Building A Better Math Class.” We need

Y OU to help make this a conference to remember by

bringing your beg ideas or simply bringing yourself, to

Manchester on the weekend of April 21/22, 2006.
Please consider giving atalk! You will find a

call for presentersin this newsletter.

Thetitleisin referenceto the curriculum work being
done in Massaclusetts, but is still broad enough to en-
compass about anything mat related.

The deadine for preserter proposalsis January 6, 2006,
after the holidays to give people extratimeif they need

it. Have afabulousfall temm.

David Cox
Co-Chair
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Alec Ingraham
Co-Chair
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David Cox and Alec Ingraham, Conference Cochairs

AMATYC Project ACCCESS 2006

As extersively noted elsewhere in this newsletter,
Anne O’ Sheaof North Shore CCwasanAMATYC
Prgect ACCCESSfellow lag year. Massaclhusetts
hastwo more Prgect ACCCESSfellowsthisyea,
Mariame Rosato of Massasit CC ard Curtis
Mitchell of Greerfield CC.

Mari anne Rosato heardabout Project ACCCESS
originally through her

offi cemate, Jack Keating,
(AMATYC Regonal Vice
Presdert), thenfrom her
Massait calleagie Lois
Martin, (NEMATYC
Treasrer). She hasbeen
teaching full timeat Massa-
soit since Jaruary, 2004 but
taught parttimetheresince
1989. She left ahigh school teaching position to join
us full-timeat a community collece.

Through this project she hopesto meetand share
ideaswith mary peaple from across the country who
arein asimilar position assheis but with varied
backgrounds. She reports that “ we have beensharing
our biographieswith the other Project ACCCESS
fellows and they certainly are from very varied back-
grounds. | think the network formedthrough this pro-
jectwill increag erthusiasm and leadto muchinno-

vation in the classroom”.

Continued on page 7
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AMATYC 2004Project ACCCESS Fellowis
NEMATYC Member

Prgect ACCCESS is a mertoring and professional
developmert initiative for new two-year college fac-
ulty, funded by the ExxonMobil Foundation.
ACCCESS stands for Advancing Community Callege
Careers Educafion, Sclolarship, Senice. The pro-
jects goal is to provide experiencesthat will help new
facuty become more effectve teackers and active
members of the broader mathematical community.
Project ACCCESS is jointly sponsored by AMATYC
ard The Mathematcal Association of America.

A NEMATY C member from North Shore Community
Callege, Anne O'Shea, wasa member of the first Pro-
ject ACCCESS cohort. Anne'sfirst semester at NSCC
wasspring 2004.

Felows participating in Prgect ACCCESS gain
knowledge of the culture and mission of the two-year
calege and its studerts, acquire familiarity with the
scholarship of teaching, commit to continued growth
in mathematics, and participate acively in profes-
sional societies

The edtor aked Anne about her experience at leas
year's ACCCESS program, which was the projects
first year.

Q: What actvitiesor presentations did you like maost
in the ACCCESSprogramin Orlando?

A: | thought the acivity sharing session wasvery use-
ful. Each ACCCESS fellow brought a brief activity
that hefshe usesin class. Eachfellow made copiesfor
all of the other fellows and we were abe to bring
home over 20 great ideasto usein our classes What|
have also found very bereficial is the on-going inter-
acion that continuesvia emal with all of the fellows.
I have met some wonderful teacterswhose opinions |
have sought out mary timesthis year. | feel realy
lucky to have such a wonderful resource.

Q: What have you beendoing since the ACCCESS
programthatisrelatedto your experiencethere?

A: | incorporated an online homework program into
my curriculum for Precalculus and so far, have found
succes with it.

Q: Did you get to some of the AMATYC conference
itself, in Orlando? If so, did you likeit?

A: Yes | was alle to get to the confererce also. |
thought that the AMATY C confererce wasone of the

‘/‘
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Anne O'Sheaand other ACCCESSfellows
AMATYC Orlando. November 2004

Fellows atterd two consecutive AMATYC national
meetngs where they participate in a program devel-
oped particularly for new facuty, aswell asin regular
confererce activities In the intervening year,Fellows
attend an MAA Secton meetng near their homeinsti-
tution where they participate in Section NEXT activi-
tiesaswell asthe regular mesting.

be¢ mat conferencesthat | have ever beento. Both
the confererce itself and the ACCCESS activities |
think that it is extremel helpful when you leawe a
confererce with material that you canactually use the
week you get back!

Q: Will you be going to the AMATYC conferencein
SanDiego ard participating in ACCCESSthere?

A: Yesard Yes Partof the commitmert to Prgect
ACCCESS is attending two national confererces
This year we will have both activities plamed with
other ACCCESS fellows aswell assome free time to
attend the regular sessions of the confererce.

Q: Overal, would you recanmend ACCCESS to a
new faculty member?

A: | have recanmended ACCCESSto other new fac-
ulty memters. | have receved emails from other new
instructors who saw my name on the AMATYC web
site. | highly recanmendedit. Those involvedin the
plaming and coordinating have done a wonderful job.
It is amaing to me that this pag year was the first
yearof the program.

Q: Overall, would you recanmerd the AMATYC
confererceto acadleagie?

A: Yes most definitely!!
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From the Presdent — continued frompagel

But what of our teaching? Will we be using our tried
and true notesnow yellow with age?Or are wetrying
innovative classroom techniques or tecmiques

not bound to the classroom? Have we invegigated new
ways to try to reachour studerts, including on-line or
hybrid courses teacting with new techmology such as
tablet PCsor Wacom tablets, or using any of the high-
techsupport servicesoff eredto us by our textbook pub-
lishers? Sepgember is the time to begn examining how
we teach and, of course, what we teach

Are we keeping up with state frameworks and national
stardards? Are we knowledgeable about the reform
movemernts that continue to make their way through our
professional organizations?

My hopeisthatwe, asNEMATYC memters keep
change a permarent feature in our professional lives
NEMATYC and AMATYC provide the perfectervi-
ronmert for us to keepapprised of all these changesand,
more importartly, how to implemert them in our class-
rooms. Don't be frustrated by all thereis for usto ac-
complish - just take "little bitesof the apple," to quote a
friend, to try to make major changesin our lives

| hope the fall finds you opento making some small
changesin your teaching - smal changesthat will lead
to large changesin your studerts' learring.

Have a wonderful semeger!

Haine

The average classroom teacher wants a book

that’s up to date, but not so innovative that you
have to throw away last year’s lecture notes.

Herb Gross, Bunker Hill CC Emeritus,

AMATYC Founding President

From Your AMATYC Northeas Regional Vice
President — continued frompagel
Now for presert AMATY C news.

Our Annual Conference (the 31%) will be in SanDiego
from November 10th — 13™. This, asusual, promisesto
be a smasing succes.

Ron Grahamwill be our Thursday opening speaker and

his topic will be “Th e Mathematicsof Juggling” .

Millie Johnson will be our Saurday bresfast
spealer and her topic is“ Using Mathematicsto Un-
derstand What BeesAre Buzzing About” . Saunds
veryinteresing.

Keith DeMin is afeatured speaker and his topic will
be“ Calculating Animals”.

John Martin is another featured speaker and his topic
is“The Cycloid: Helenof Geametry”.

The program is chuck full of sessions that should wet
all appetites

SanDieg isafantadic city to visit — The air fares
arelow and the climateis great

| will again host a Regonal Breakkag on Friday
Nov. 11" (Veteraris Day) at 7:30 am. Lad yeas
Regonal Breakfast addition waswonderful.

Our AMATYC FOUNDATION tharks all who have
gerercusly donated A partial list wasin the August
2005 news.

AMATY C wasawardedan NSFgrart for Mathemat-
icsAcross the Community Callege Curriculum. This
projectsupports faculty of all disciplinesto integrate
mathematcsand quartitative rea®ning into their
courses Christie Gilliland our new Vice Presdert
cangiveyou ary informafon about this project

Her e-mail addressis: cgillila@greerriver.edu

Plea® planto attend Crossroads Everts at our con-
fererce and accesit on line. Remember in “Cinci”
we will have the unveiling.

The ASA/AMATY C Joint Committeereceiveda
grart to off er aworkshop ertitled” Preparation of
Two-Yea Coallege Mathematics’ . The workshop will
be off eredin SanDiego on November 8" & 9" prior
tothe AMATYC Conference. Our own Committee
Chair Brian Smith (Quebec prov) hasinformation.
E-mail addressis briansmith@mcgill.ca

Nominations for the 2006 Mathematics Excdlemnce
Award must be received by November 1, 2005.
Contactour own Phil Mahler for information.
mahlerp@middlesexmas.edu

Jack

From a student quegion atMassait CC: x—1 and
I 1+ Xrepresent the same expression. So, form the
conjugate of each and multiply each by its own con-
jugate. Doesthe reault represert the same expres-
sion? Lois Martin
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NEMATY C’s history is maintained online. Follow the web page, http://www.nematyc.org, and selectthe His-
tory link. The text below wasrecently added— it describesthe early days of NEMATY C's precusor, the Massa-
chusetts Mathemai cs Association of Two-Year Colleges MMATYC.

Musingsand Memoriesof MMATYC

It wasabout 1967 or 1968 whenthe Massachusetts
Community College system had grown from one,
Berkshire, to six or seven whensomeone at the
state level thought it would be ared hot ideaif
every one in the system metfor aday to share So
our whole facuty boarded a bus and drove to Quin-
sigamond C.C. in Worceger where they put the
English, Math, History etc. pegple in individual

wasin the deliveryroom. MMATY C wasborn at
thefirst anual meeting which | believe washeld in
the RedLobster Motel that sparns the Mass Pike
nearNewton MA. At thatpoint | wert from pro tem
to preddent and we were off and running—
MMATY C waslaunched

Herb Gross moved backto M assachusetts, to Bun-
ker Hill CC, from Binghambn State Callegein

roomsard said talk. Actually one of
the better things to ever comefrom
above.

It turnedinto acommiseration, a lot of
good peaple fl oundering to do the
right thing. On the way hometo
Pittsfield | reflecedon the New Y ork
State organization of two year
cdleges for | hadtaught at Monroe

NEMATYC Hist ory

New York state where he wasalive
wire and also anorganizing inspira-
tion to us negphytes He usedto say
that"An expert wasanyone who
crosseda state lineto gethere" He
wasvery visible at amual gather-
ings.

After afew yearsone male whose
nameesapesme started showing up

High School in Rocheger N.Y . before returning to
Massachusetts to teachat BCC in 1965. "We
neecedsometing like thathere" , | mused and de-
cidedto do something.

My colleague Amy Wed and | wrote a letterto
every one teaching mathematcsin the community
calege systematthe time and amouncedthat there
would be anorganizational meetng to be held and
thatall intereged partiesshould atterd. For the life
of mel cannot remember where that meeing was
held but if | wasto guessit wasatBristol CC, for |
might have macke a few phone calls and Joan
McGowenwasat Bristol. She wasa driving force
from the get go.

Because | had convenedthe meetng | waschosen
Presdert pro temof MATY C, anorganizaton that

Frark Deare, Prafessor of Mathematics Emeritus
Berkshire Community Callege
2005

from Rhode Island Community College and |
personally felt that we ought to include him by
changing the nameto NEMATYC. Also, the name
soundedlike the drill and hadanicering toit. We
macke attemps to draw in Vermrmont and New Hamp-
shire, to little avail, and we drove to Connecicut to
talk to people thereabout mergng with us, but they
hadaviabe organization and did not wart to be
absorbedin to afledgling group.

And we hadalot of fun for several yeas.... We
continuedfor afew yearsbut the zing wasgone and
after attending the organizational meeting in New
York City for the formation of the national organ-
zation of two yearcolleges it became whatthe
Massacltusetts Community College System hasbe-
come, agood idea..

JOIN NEMATYC
Not a member of NEMATYC? Join by sending the $5.00 annual membership fee,
payable to NEMATYC, to Lois Martin, NEMATYC Treasurer, Massasoit Community
College, One Massasoit Boulevard, Brockton, MA 02402

Join AMATYC, at www.amatyc.org, click on “J oin AMATYC". I

NEMATY C News — Fall 2005
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NEMATYC 2005at Bunker Hill CC, Charlestown, M A

| \ < \x A
Regstration: Same of the volunteersthat made Preentations: Kevin O'Brienarnd Michelle Rerda, Pear-
NEMATY C 2005 a great success. Leftto right: Co-chair  son: Addison-Wedey, Prertice Hall, present on "Effec-
Geri Curley, Abdul Kalokoh, Mbaira Maorongarti, Co- tive Web-Based Tutorials"
chair Shirley MacKerzie, WilliamMacKerzie

Preentations: AlanTussy preentson "The Eureka! Ex-  Friday Evening Reception wasat the Boston Science

perience' assisted momertarily, by Phl Maher Museum: Walter Stone, (North Shore), Judy Carter,
Newsletter Production Editor (North Shore), Lois Mar-
tin, Treasrer (Massasoit), Phil Mahler, Newsletter Edi-
tor (Middle®X), Alan Tussy (Citrus College - CA)

Practcal Geomety/Calculus: If the area of the square shown is 1 squareunit, whatis the approximate area of
Figure 1? Prizefor the closed arswer submittedto the editor, with explamation of how the reault wasobtained.

1 unit

Figure |
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NEMATY C 2005continued
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Lunch: John Jacobs (Mass Bay) ard one of his! , radan, Business Meeing: Ted Carlson (BHCC) helpedout at
clocks. John created severalof these to be raffledoff at  the conference and won a door prize atthe business
the conference. To hisleft Bob O'Connell (Mass Bay), to meeting. Here he draws the next winner, assisting Pres-
hisright Rick Butterworth, NEMATY C Webmager dert Elaine Previte.

(Massasoit)

North Shore waswell represented L to R: Janice Roden, Steve Krevisky, former NEMATY C and MATYCONN
Beth Lucas StellenRobinson, Anne O'Shea,LoraCon-  predden, risesto address the group at the business mea-
nely, John Tobey - all in addition to Walter Stone, Judy  ing. To hisleft, John Karnowski, MATYCONN Pres-
Carter, picturedon the previous page. dent

AMATYC Project ACCCESS 2005 continuedfrom page 2

Curti s Mitchell of Greerfield CC says he heardabout Prgect ACCCESSfrom his depart-
mernt chair, and pag NEMATY C contributor, Linda Cavanaugh. Thisis his second yea at
GCC, after graduate school at Yale and teaching asanadunct atthe University of Sauth
Florida-St Peterdourg and asa high school substitute teacher.

He isvery excited about being a part of Prgect ACCCESS, and reports that part of what he
realy enoys about hisjob isthathis caleagiesare very devotedto their students and to the quality of their
teaching, and are very willing to shareideas ard approachesfor working with studerts. He is looking forward to
the opportunity to talk overteaching with avaried and talented group of pegple and thinks hell be a much better
teacter for that experiernce.
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PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES

AMATYC Annual Conference

e San Diego, CA —November 10-13, 2005

ATMNE Conferenceand NCTM Eastern Regional Conference
e  October 6-8, 2005 — Hartford, CT

NCTM Conference

e  April 26-29, 2006 — St. Louis, MO

NEMATYC

e April 21-22, 2006 — Southern New Hampshire University
MAA Conference (with AMS, SIAM)

e January 12-15, 2006 — San Antonio, TX Think aboutit...
NE-MAA

e November 18-19, 2005 — University of New Hampshire, Durham

T3 Regional Confeerence— TexasInstrumentsand MATHWEST

e March3l, April 1, 2006, MassMutual Convertion Certer, Springfield, MA
o http://www.mathwed.org/ConferercesEvens/Confererceshtm

Philip Mahler AMATYC www.AMATYC.org
NEMATY C Newsletter Editor NEMATYC www.NEMATYC.org
Middlesex Community College NCTM www.NCTM.org

591 Springs Road MAA www.MAA.org
Bedford, MA 01730-1197 ASA www.AMSTAT.org
maHerp@Middleexmas.edu ATMNE www.ATMNE.org
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