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From Your AMATYC
. Northeast Regional
From the President Vice President

Andrew Perry Maryann Justinger

Welcome back!

Dear Colleagues,

These are exciting times we live in. (OK, no I hope everyone has had a
more bland clichés in this column, I promise.) smooth semester start-up and
It appears that the first of seven Clay Mathemat- is finding time to enjoy fall in our great region!
ics Institute (www.claymath.org) $1,000,000 Hopefully I will get to see many of you at the
problems, the Poincaré conjecture, about the AMATYC Conference in Cincinnati. The con-
characterization of the three-dimensional sphere ference will be held November 2™ through 5.
amongst three-dimensional manifolds, has been We are very excited about the unveiling of our
solved (in a sense) by the reclusive Russian Beyond Crossroads document and a special
mathematician Grigori Perelman. Amazingly, celebration is planned at the National Under-
though, he's already declined the 2006 Fields ground Railroad Freedom Center for Friday
Medal (the “Nobel Prize” for math). Many folks evening. In addition there are several sessions
believe that he’ll also turn down the $1,000,000 about standards based instruction along with our
Continued on page 3 Continued on page 4

Announcement & Call for Presenters
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| NEMATYC 2007
EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS

BRISTOL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
1ﬁRIDAY AND SATURDAY, APRIL 20-21, 2007

Elaine Previte, Chairperson

& (Call for Presenters for NEMATYC 2007 Inside
Also see the web site www.NEMATYC.org




NEMATYC 07

Expand Your Horizons!!

Come to Bristol CC on Friday
and Saturday April 20, 21, 2007!

Consider giving a talk! Share
your professional growth with
your colleagues. You will find a
call for presenters in this news-
letter.

Consider coming to the conference! Share the
professional growth of others — learn from your
colleagues. Keep your chosen profession interest-

ing, and keep yourself interesting to your students.

Elaine Previte
Conference Chairperson

Maryann Justinger, AMATYC Northeast Vice
President, and Jack Keating, immediate past

Northeast VP, compare notes at the Spring 2006
NEMATYC conference at Southern New Hamp-

shire University, Manchester, NH
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From the President — continued from page [

CMI prize. Ihave the deepest respect for someone
with such a passion for mathematics over all else, a
brilliant mathematician without an ego. A good
book about another such fellow is “The Man Who
Loved Only Numbers”, about Paul Erdos, (1913 —
1996).

Technology is advancing extraordinarily fast... can
we take proper advantage of it as mathematics
teachers? The possibilities are endless. For under
$50, one can get a modern internet-capable PC on
ebay, and free software is available to do nearly
anything one could ever want, mathematically or
otherwise - at least, if you know how to look. If you
haven't seen wikipedia recently
(www.wikipedia.com), check it out. The scope is
momentous, much greater than any printed ency-
clopedia that humankind has ever seen, and the
quality is top-notch. The podcast phenomenon is
taking off rapidly, and many podcasts do in fact
concern mathematics. Can we harness this rapidly
expanding technology monster for the benefit of
our students? I don't have the answers. Perhaps we
NEMATYC members can begin to answer these
questions. ..

What you may not know, however, is that the news-
letter (yes, the newsletter) accepts reader contribu-
tions. Surely there is something interesting that you
know which is not common knowledge to all
NEMATYC members... why not share it in a
Newsletter note? Campus news, in particular,
would be most welcome. Please send any materials
to Phil Mahler at mahlerp@middlesex.mass.edu.

Speaking of news, we’ve got three (3) NEMATYC
conferences in the works! We hope to start a new
tradition with a fall dinner meeting on Friday, Sep-
tember 29 at 5:30 PM at Quinsigamond Community
College (Worcester). This meeting features a very

modest registration fee to partially offset food
costs and a very interesting speaker, Dr. Stepha-
nie Costa from R.I. College. Dr. Costa is a
recent mathematics Ph.D. whose research in-
volves games and tournaments. Next spring,
we'll have our regular Spring conference at Bris-
tol Community College. Finally, we've decided
to move out west for the 2008 conference, head-
ing out to Springfield Technical Community
College. Also, let's not forget AMATYC-
Cincinnati, Nov. 2-5, 2006.

I wish everyone a successful fall semester, and
hope to see you at the meetings.

Andrew Perry
NEMATYC President
Springfield College

Did you know... Superscript notation using Ara-
bic numerals for positive exponents was intro-

duced by Descartes in 1637. Newton introduced
our modern notation for negative exponents in a
letter in 1676. He wrote “Since algebraists write

a2, a3, a4, etc. for aa, aaa, aaaa, etc., so 1 write

1 1 1
. a_l, a_z, a_3, etc. for — , —, —, etc.”
a aa aaa

Dr. Samuel Johnson is credited with cre-
ating the first dictionary of the English
language. But he also loved to study
arithmetic, and did so to calm his nerves.
“Let your boy learn arithmetic, dear
madam,” was his advice to the mother of
a rich young heir: “he will not then be a
prey to every rascal which this town
swarms with.”

From the Project Gutenberg Etext of Anecdotes
of Johnson by Hesther Lynch Piozzi.

JOIN NEMATYC

Not a member of NEMATYC? Join by sending the $5.00 annual membership fee,
payable to NEMATYC, to Lois Martin, NEMATYC Treasurer,

25 Lydon Lane, Kingston, MA 02364
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