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President’s Message 

Another successful 

AMATYC Conference – 

Austin 2011 was awesome. In 

addition to an amazing 

conference, I had the pleasure 

of having my oldest and 

youngest sons with me. We stayed an extra day and 

zip lined over Lake Travis and Segwayed through 

Austin at night. There was incredible barbeque at 

Stubbs, the Salt Lick, and the Iron Works. Normally 

I go in the conference hotel on the first day and out 

on the last. From now on, I’m definitely going to 

make some time to enjoy the local highlights. 

I’d like to personally congratulate Florence 

Chambers, from Southern Maine CC, who was 

awarded the 2011 AMATYC Teaching Excellence 

Award. Quoting from the Bangor Times 

(12/27/2011), Florence “is credited with being at the 

vanguard in using new technology in the instruction 

of finite mathematics, …”. 

Congratulations to Alice Wilson, from Bristol 

CC, for being selected for the 8th cohort of Project 

ACCCESS Fellows. Alice is the first Fellow from 

Rhode Island. She attended Austin 2011 and will 

attend Jacksonville, FL this year with her cohort.  

Please consider encouraging your new faculty to 

apply for Project ACCCESS and your administrators 

to support AMATYC Project ACCCESS Fellows at 

your school. For more info, see 

http://www.acccess.amatyc.org/ 

On Saturday, January 28th, we lost our treasured 

colleague Lois Martin. I’d like to share a classic 

Lois story. In June 2009, NEMATYC and Cape Cod 

CC co-hosted the AMATYC Beyond Crossroads 

workshop. Lois, as a member of the NEMATYC 

Executive Committee, told me she’d help with the 

workshop. She showed up with Cliff the night before 

the conference started. We shopped and spent the 

next two days from 8 a.m. till 6 p.m. catering the 

breakfast and snacks at the workshop. Lois always 

took the concept of support to the next level. I was 

honored to be asked to say a few words when Lois 

retired from CONNECT, a SE Massachusetts group. 

I said that what impressed me the most about Lois 

professionally was that she was always lifting up 

and supporting colleagues, especially in professional 

development. She definitely was directly responsible 

for my involvement with NEMATYC. I’m very 

happy that we’ll be presenting the first Lois A. Mar-

tin Student Mathematics League Team Award at the 

2012 NEMATYC conference. 

Continued on page 2 
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NEMATYC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Spring 2011 - Spring 2012 

President 

Mary Kehoe Moynihan 10-12 

Cape Cod CC 
MMoynihan@capecod.edu 

(508) 362-2131 ext. 4471 

Vice President 

Meredith Watts 11-12 

MassBay CC 
MWatts.math@gmail.com 

(508) 270-4264 

Past President 

Carol Henry 10-12 

Middlesex CC 
henryc@middlesex.mass.edu 

(781) 280-3982 

Secretary 

Marsha Pease 10-12 
North Shore CC 

mpease@northshore.edu 

(978) 762-4000 ext. 54951 

Treasurer 

David Cox 10-13 
Southern New Hampshire U 

d.cox@snhu.edu 

(603) 668-2211 ext. 2223 

At-Large Member 

Denise Robichaud 11-13 
Quinsigamond CC 

drobichaud@qcc.mass.edu 

(508) 854-4373 

At-Large Member 
Kenneth Takvorian 11-13 

Mount Wachusett CC 

ktakvorian@mwcc.mass.edu 
(978) 630-9232 

At-Large Member 
Robert Cantin 10-12 

MassBay CC 

RCantin@massbay.edu 
(508) 270-4211 

At-Large Member 
Judy King 10-12 

NHTI, Concord’s CC 

turkcay@comcast.net  
(603) 224-4303 

 

Conference Chair 

Judy King 11-12 
NHTI, Concord’s CC 

turkcay@comcast.net  

(603) 224-4303 

Past Conference Chair 

Mary Kehoe Moynihan  11-12 
Cape Cod CC 

MMoynihan@capecod.edu 

(508) 362-2131 ext. 4471 

Conference Exhibitor Chair 

Meredith Watts 10-13 
MassBay CC 

MWatts.math@gmail.com 

(508) 270-4264 

Webmaster 
Rick Butterworth 10-13 

Massasoit CC 

RButterworth@massasoit.mass.edu 
(508) 588-9100 ext. 1636 

Membership Chair 
Philip Mahler 10-13 

Middlesex CC 

mahlerp@middlesex.mass.edu 
(781) 280-3861 

Student Math League Crdntr 
Dave Henry 10-13 

Bristol CC 

David.Henry@Bristolcc.edu 
(508) 678-2811 ext. 3425 

Newsletter Editor 

Philip Mahler 10-13 

Middlesex CC 
mahlerp@middlesex.mass.edu 

(781) 280-3861 

Newsletter Production Editor 

Anne O’Shea 10-13 

North Shore CC 
aoshea@northshore.edu 

(978) 762-4000 ext. 6264 

Social Media Director 

Susan McCourt 11-14 

Bristol CC 
susan.mccourt@bristolcc.edu 

(508) 678-2811 ext. 2447 
 

President’s Message continued:  

This is my last message to you as NEMATYC President. Thanks to the Executive Committee and our 

membership, it’s been a very successful two years. Our financial position is now stable and secure – even 

NEMATYC was hit by the economic turndown. Our “GO GREEN” campaign has resulted in substantial 

savings in printing and mailing costs for the newsletters. The vast majority of our members now receive 

all communications electronically.  We’ve had successful conferences and we’ve been able to reduce 

spending. This has allowed us to increase our support of the Student Mathematics League scholarships. 

I’m also hoping that we’ll be able to revive our September dinner meeting. The Executive Committee al-

ways has a September meeting. For several years, we planned the meeting in the afternoon and then in-

vited all NEMATYC members to a dinner with a speaker. Members were charged for dinner, but 

NEMATYC usually supported the speaker’s costs. I’ll be thrilled if we can resume the dinner meetings 

this September. 

I would like to thank the members of the Executive Committee who so willingly and ably give their 

time, energy, and expertise to NEMATYC. It was truly my pleasure to work with this group of dedicated 

mathematics faculty. 

I hope to see you in Concord on March 30 and 31. I’ll be presenting on the work I’m doing with the 

Carnegie Mellon Community College Online Learning Initiative. Consider presenting – we’re always 

looking for new ideas! 

Mary Kehoe Moynihan 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

The NEMATYC Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following slate of officers for the elec-

tions to be held at the business meeting, Saturday, March 31, at the annual conference. 

PRESIDENT  Two- Year Term 

MEREDITH WATTS  

Meredith received both her M.A. and B.A. in Mathematics from the State University of New York at 

Potsdam. Since the fall of 2006, Meredith has been a full-time Math Instructor at MassBay Commu-

nity College. Prior to this, she taught mathematics as a TA at UMass Amherst and as an adjunct pro-
fessor at Corning Community College, Quinsigamond Community College and at Bay Path College. 

Meredith has been an active member of both AMATYC and NEMATYC. She was a member of 

AMATYC’s Project ACCCESS Cohort 5 and has served on the NEMATYC Executive Committee 
since 2008.  Her positions on the NEMATYC Committee have included:  Vice President (2010 – 

2011), Conference Exhibitor Chair (2010 – 2011), Conference Chairperson (2009 – 2010), and Mem-

ber-at-Large.   

VICE PRESIDENT  One-Year Term 

DAVID HENRY 

David is in his fourth year as a member of the Bristol Community College Mathematics Department. 
He received his B.A. in English from the University of Michigan, his M.P.A. from Framingham State 

University and his M.S. in Mathematics from Salem State University. Prior to his current position, 

David was an adjunct professor at Bristol and Massasoit Community Colleges. He is the course coor-
dinator for Bristol’s Math for Elementary Educators sequence and is working on a team to redesign 

the college’s developmental Math sequence. 

David has been an active member of both AMATYC and NEMATYC. He is currently the Student 

Math League Coordinator. Previously, David served as a Member-at-Large (2008-10) and partici-
pated in AMATYC’s Project ACCCESS Cohort 6. He presented at the 2011 NEMATYC Conference 

on Course Redesign with members from Middlesex and North Shore Community Colleges. 

JUDY KING 

Judy had a self-described “relatively late entry into mathematics,” but she has worked with students 

from all different levels including teaching experiences in middle schools, high schools, and college 

level.  Since 1998 she has taught at NHTI-Concord’s Community College, Hesser College, Granite 
State College, and Southern New Hampshire University. 

Judy previously served as NEMATYC Vice President and as a Member-at-Large She has been a 

NEMATYC member, frequent AMATYC presenter, and presenter at ICTM3 in Istanbul, Turkey, the 
3rd International Conference on Teaching Mathematics at the undergraduate level, held during the 

summer of 2006. 

SECRETARY Two-Year Term 

MARSHA PEASE 

Marsha is in her fourth year as a member of the mathematics faculty at North Shore Community Col-

lege. She earned a B.S. in Mathematics from Bates College, an M.S. in Computer Science from Bos-
ton University, and an Ed.D. in Mathematics Education from UMass Lowell.  

Marsha was selected as an AMATYC ACCCESS fellow in 2007. She has presented at NEMATYC 

and national conferences on topics related to engaging students in learning mathematics. 

Continued on the next page. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT Continued 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE (two to be elected) Two Year Term 

ROBERT CANTIN 

Bob is a Math Learning Specialist and adjunct math Professor at MassBay Community College.  Prior 

to that, after a career in industry as a computer developer and executive, he taught and tutored math at 

Middlesex CC and Fisher College.  

Bob has been very active at the national level discussions involving developmental math programs 

and using technology, he has attended that last several annual AMATYC meetings and is a member 

of the Placement and Assessment and Developmental Math committees. He has presented at recent 
NEMATYC meetings. He has designed and implemented several math education programs at Mass-

Bay CC. 

ANNE O’SHEA 

Anne began teaching as an adjunct in the math department at North Shore Community College in 

1992.  After spending four years teaching math at Andover High, she returned to North Shore Com-

munity College as a full-time faculty member and has been there since 2004. 

Anne was a Fellow in the first cohort of AMATYC’s Project ACCCESS and is presently serving on 
the NEMATYC Board as production editor of the NEMATYC newsletter. 

ALICE WILSON 

Alice graduated with a BA/MA in Mathematics and a BS in Biology from SUNY Potsdam in 2006. 

She was hired as a full time developmental math instructor at Bristol Community College in January 

2011. Prior to that, she worked as an adjunct at MassBay and Dean College as well attending 

NEMATYC regularly. In the past few years, she has focused on developmental mathematics and has 
been involved in a number of course redesign projects.  

Alice is currently a Project ACCCESS Cohort 8 fellow and attended AMATYC in November. As for 

life outside of work, she is learning American Sign Language and loves to swim. 

Prior to the election, nominations will also be welcomed and accepted from the floor.  

Carol Henry, Nominating Committee Chair 
 

 

It’s As Easy as Pi – Test Your Knowledge Answers elsewhere in this issue 

1. True or False: To calculate the 100th digit of  you must also obtain all the digits which precede it. 

2. True or False: The first use of the symbol  as C/D was by Archimedes, over 2,000 years ago. 

3. The recognized record for reciting digits of    from memory is the following number of digits: 

(a) 2,312   (b)  24,615   (c)  47,031   (d) 67,890 

4. True or False: 
 

! =
2143

22

4  

5. True or False: The decimal expansion of  provides a useful string of random digits. 

6. We know  is intimately related to circles, and therefore 360 degrees. True or False: the 358, 359, 

360th digits of the decimal expansion of  are 3 6 0. 

 

Did you watch the Super Bowl?  
Since the Giants are in the NYSMATYC region, and the Patriots in the NEMATYC region, the members 

of the NYSMATYC Board and the members of the NEMATYC Executive Committee agreed on a $100 

“wager” on the game. The “non-winners” are sending $100 to the AMATYC Foundation. This is in addi-
tion to the bet between this editor, Phil Mahler, and Regional VP Jane Tanner. Jane alludes to this bet in 

her report. 
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In Memoriam 

Lois A. Martin 
Our dear colleague Lois Martin passed away on January 28 after a 

long battle with a glioblastoma cancer. 

Lois was a Professor of Mathematics at 
Massasoit Community College, full-time 

since 1982 and adjunct prior to that. 

She retired from full-time teaching in 

2009 but continued as an adjunct. 
Lois was a renowned mathematics 

educator. She recently served on a 

Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education committee. She was awarded 

the AMATYC Teaching Excellence Award in 

2007 (picture at the left), and in 2009 was inducted into 
the Association of Teachers of Mathematics in Massachusetts Hall 

of Fame. Because she was the impetus and ongoing driver for the 

creation of our student math league, NEMATYC named its top 

annual award the “Lois A. Martin NEMATYC Student Mathematics 
League Award” last fall. Lois served on local arrangements for both 

the 1993 and 2010 AMATYC annual conferences in Boston. Lois also served AMATYC for many years 

reviewing program proposals. AMATYC program Chair Wanda Garner greatly valued her commitment 
to this task, and her well-considered feedback. Lois also served many years on the NEMATYC Executive 

Committee, and could always be found at 

conferences helping in some way. She is shown 
below with former NEMATYC President and 

MassBay Professor of Mathematics John Jacobs, 

left, and her husband of 43 years, Cliff Martin, 

also a long-time mathematics educator, 
NEMATYC and AMATYC member, and active 

leader. 

Lois was also active in her statewide union, 
serving on its Board of Directors, Executive 

Committee and Finance Committee. Through her 

hard work and follow-up, she was personally 

responsible for members getting many thousands 
of dollars in separation and other pay which had 

been miscalculated prior to her involvement. In 

2011 she received that union’s prestigious 
Raymond Lemieux award for statewide service. 

Lois touched and changed many lives. Former 

students of hers are math educators at Massasoit 
and Bristol Community College. She will be 

missed by many across the state and the country, 

but as her husband Cliff said, “Lois’ wonderful 

spirit will be carried on in each and every one of 
us who has had the privilege of knowing her.”  
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JANE TANNER 

AMATYC NORTHEAST REGION VICE PRESIDENT 

As I write this, I look out my window and see the foot of snow that has 
fallen.  But tomorrow it will be in the 50s.  This has definitely been a strange 

winter.  I saw Canada geese a few days ago.  I am not sure whether they flew 

south and have returned or they just stuck around!  I have even heard that 
daffodils are beginning to pop up during the spells of abnormally warm 

weather. 

It was great seeing so many NEMATYC members at our annual 
conference in Austin.  I hope that everyone was able to network with their 

friends, attend some great sessions (including the breakfast keynote speaker 

Terri Manning), and spend some time visiting the Live Music Capital of the 

World.    If you weren’t able to attend, you can go to 
http://www.amatyc.org/Events/conferences/2011Austin/proceedings.html and find videos of keynote 

presentations, as well as some of the sessions.  Handouts and slideshow presentations from some of the 

workshops and sessions are also available. 
I hope the NEMATYC presence continues in Jacksonville.  The AMATYC Board and 

conference planning personnel are trying to come up with different ideas to make your ex-

perience memorable.  Instead of having a regional meeting during the early hours of Friday 

morning, it will be held during the lunch hour with a box lunch provided.  Also, there will 
be an Ignite event on Friday evening sponsored by the Innovative Teaching and Learning 

Committee.  If you don’t know what an ignite event is, go to http://igniteshow.com/ and 

watch a few examples. 
AMATYC isn’t just the annual conference!  Have you participated in any of 

AMATYC’s webinars this past year?  They have been very popular and more are scheduled for this year.  

These webinars are hosted by the AMATYC committees and coordinated by Maria Andersen, 
AMATYC’s Professional Development Coordinator.  She asks that as you attend conferences and events 

to recommend outstanding topics and speakers that can be brought to all AMATYC members through the 

webinar series.  If you have any suggestions, let me know and I will see that she gets the information.  

AMATYC members get first notification of upcoming webinars, but as the date approaches registration 
does open up to non-members.  By the way, the previous webinars have been recorded and archived at 

http://www.amatyc.org/publications/webinars/index.html.   I am sure that there is 

something there that just might pique your interest! 
AMATYC’s refereed journal, MathAMATYC Educator, is always looking for 

items for publication.  This journal provides an avenue of communication for all 

mathematics educators concerned with the views, ideas, and experiences pertinent to 

two-year college teachers and students.  Author and publication guidelines can be 
found at http://www.amatyc.org/publications/mathamatyceducator/index.html/.  The 

Problem Section (Take the Challenge) has returned and there is a need for additional 

problems for this feature.  They should be interesting, challenging, and related to 
the material that is taught in the two-year college.  For further information, 

contact Joe Browne at brownej@sunyocc.edu. 

By the time you read this newsletter, the AMATYC Foundation will be $25 
richer.  Your editor Phil and I have a bet as to who will win the Super Bowl – the 

Giants (go Giants!) or the Patriots.  You ask yourself – just what is the 

Foundation all about?  The AMATYC Foundation supports the mission and goals 

of AMATYC.  Currently there is a campaign to create an endowment fund whose 
growth and interest will provide ready support for current and future initiatives.  

Current projects include support of AMATYC Project ACCCESS (more about this later), continuing 

mini-grants and current initiatives such as the New Life Developmental Mathematics project, engaging 
members in the research in two-year college mathematics, and other professional development activities. 

Continues on the next page 
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If you are interested in becoming an at-large member of the 

Foundation board, more information can be found in the latest issue of 
AMATYC News and at www.amatyc.org.  We are looking for AMATYC 

members who have specific experiences related to foundation work and 

who have expertise in fundraising and investments.  It is very rewarding to serve on this committee when 

you see the results of projects that have been funded. 
It is time to encourage your new two-year college faculty members (or you may yourself be one!) to 

apply for AMATYC Project ACCCESS.  So, just what is this?  It is a mentoring and professional devel-

opment initiative for two-year college mathematics faculty.  The project’s goal is to provide experiences 
that will help new faculty become more effective teachers and active members of the broader mathemati-

cal community.  More information can be found at http://www.acccess.amatyc.org/ .   

As always, my job is to represent you in AMATYC.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact me at tannerj@sunyocc.edu.  I appreciate your support in my recent re-election to the position of 

your Northeast Vice President.  I will be serving until the end of 2013 when a new vice president will 

need to be elected.  If you are an AMATYC member, please consider running for this (or any other) posi-

tion.  If you have any questions about what’s involved, please do not hesitate to ask me. 
I hope to see many of you at the NEMATYC conference in March – finally the AMATYC board 

schedule and the conference don’t conflict.  However, the time I spend with you won’t quite be the same 

without Lois Martin.  She epitomized mathematics at the two-year college.  Her involvement within 
AMATYC and NEMATYC was exemplary.  She and I met in 1992 in Indianapolis at the AMATYC con-

ference – my first one.  She and two other wild and crazy guys (Phil Mahler and Jack Keating) were 

wearing those strange hats and proclaiming something about going to Boston next year.  Little did I know 
that the three of them would become my good friends and the last time I would see Lois would be at the 

2010 Boston conference.  Even though the triumvirate now is a dynamic duo, Lois is watching over the 

two of them as well as the rest of us.  Heaven has truly gained an angel…. 

 I look forward to seeing all my NEMATYC friends as well as making some new ones in March in 
New Hampshire! 

 

Some answers for the quiz on page 4. 

 

True or False: To calculate the 100
th

 digit of  you must also obtain all the digits which precede it. 

It was thought for millennia that to find the n’th digit of an irrational number like π would require find-

ing the previous n–1 digits. However, a decade old area of mathematics which uses computer pro-

grams to find relations between long chains of real numbers has found an algorithm to find any arbi-
trary decimal (or any base!) digit in the expansion of π. 

 

True or False: The first use of the symbol  as C/D was by Archimedes, over 2,000 years ago. 

Nope. The first use of this symbol in its modern sense was by William Jones in 1706. In fact until this 

time there was no symbol for the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter. And curiously, 

in 1689 J. Christoph Sturm used the letter e! 
 

The recognized record for reciting digits of    from memory is the following number of digits:  

(d) 67,890 
 

True or False: 
 

! =
2143

22

4  

This value is accurate to 10 decimal places, but it isn’t  . This value was 

developed by the famous Indian mathematical savant Srinivasa Ramanujan as an 

approximation. Were this radical the exact value of  , then   would be an algebraic number, i.e. a so-

lution to a polynomial with rational coefficients. But it is known that   is transcendental, and not the 

solution to any such polynomial. 
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The NEMATYC STUDENT MATH LEAGUE RECOGNITION AWARD PROGRAM 
 

The purpose of the NEMATYC Student Math League Recognition Award Program is to foster extracurricular 

mathematics learning opportunities for students through participation in the AMATYC Student Mathematics League 

(SML). 

Annually, the top-placing student in the AMATYC SML Competition in each participating school in 

NEMATYC’s service area will receive a $100 Recognition Award. (The service area consists of those New England 

States that are not represented by their own AMATYC affiliate.) In order to receive the award, the student must have 

competed in both Rounds 1 and 2 of the  competition. 

The top scoring college team will be awarded the Lois A. Martin Student Mathematics Award for that year. 

NEMATYC encourages you to consider joining the AMATYC SML and participating in this NEMATYC pro-

gram. Your involvement can be as simple as advertising and conducting a one-hour testing session each semester. It 
can include pre-test study sessions, or even a campus mathematics club. It may be noted that AMATYC is a sponsor 

of Mu Alpha Theta, a national mathematics honor society primarily for high school students but which supports 

two-year college chapters as well. Information on both the SML and Mu Alpha Theta is at the AMATYC web site, 

www.AMATYC.org. 

What Do You Do For Your Best Students? 

You are encouraged to start a NEMATYC-SML team at your school.   
• If you are overwhelmed by the idea, enlist the help of a colleague!   
• Co-moderators have worked well at many schools.  
• Talk with a moderator from another school about how they got started. 

 
 

NEMATYC SML Recognition Award Program 2011-2012 
By Dave Henry, Bristol CC, NEMATYC SML Coordinator 

This will be the first year that the award for the top scoring college team will be entitled the Lois A. 

Martin Student Mathematics Award. Note that the Rank below is for all of the New England states and 
New York, a very competitive region. The top individual and team for this round is in the NEMATYC 

service region! 

The second round of the 2011-2012 competition will be conducted between February 17 - March 10. 

Northeast Region Fall Results 

 Team Standings - Round 1 Individual Standings - Round 1 
Rank Team Points Rank Individual School Points 

1 Quinsigamond CC 93.0 1 Michael Smith Quinsigamond CC 29.5 

3 Bristol CC 80.5 2 Brian Martins Bristol CC 25.0 

6 Greenfield CC 67.0 4 Shai He Quinsigamond CC 22.0 

7 Massasoit CC 64.5 6 Michael Sousa Holyoke CC 20.0 

9 Southern Maine CC 56.5 8 Stephen Obinna MassBay CC 19.5 

10 Middlesex CC 53.5 9 Kai Geffen Greenfield CC 19.0 

11 NHTI - Concord 51.0 10 Amirhossein Farvardin Quinsigamond CC 18.5 

12 Holyoke CC 49.5 11 Jaime Baldueza Bristol CC 17.5 

14 Springfield Tech 41.0 13 Joshua Keller Massasoit CC 17.0 

15 North Shore CC 40.5 14 Julian Kuk MassBay CC 16.5 

16 MassBay CC 36.0 14 Graham Dailey Springfield Tech 16.5 

18 Cape Cod CC 29.0 17 Hardik Hanslia Quinsigamond CC 15.5 

19 Roxbury CC 7.0 19 Adam Howarth Southern Maine CC 15.0 

   19 Austyn Turner NHTI - Concord 15.0 

   19 Richard Anderson Greenfield CC 15.0 

   19 Tri Mai Middlesex CC 15.0 
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NEWS FROM THE CAMPUSES 
Bristol Community College 

Dave Henry reports that a well-known name in the NEMATYC ranks will be rejoining the Mathematics 

Department at Bristol Community College in the fall. Elaine Previte, currently Dean of Bristol's Center 
for Teaching and Learning will be leaving her post. While serving as Dean, Elaine oversaw significant 

capital improvements in our adjunct faculty facilities and was instrumental in our successful completion 

of a Title III grant, which wraps up this summer. As many of you may know, she has always kept her in-

structional skills sharp by teaching classes during her 
tenure as Dean. 

North Shore Community College 

Anne O’Shea reports that the college just opened its 

Health Professions & Student Services Building 
(pictured), the Commonwealth's first state-owned 

Zero Net Energy Building (ZNEB), and second 

largest ZNE project in the country. The building 
consolidates all the college's health programs and 

houses student and administrative support services. 

Quinsigamond Community College 

Denise Robichaud reports that under the diligent 

guidance of Philomena D'Alessandro, the QCC Math Team is in first place out of all the Northeast 
Region teams after round one of the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges 

(AMATYC) Student Math League Competition. Student Michael Smith is currently in first place in the 

Northeast Region after round one. Meanwhile, Shai He is tied for 4th, Amirhossein Farvardin is in 10th, 
and Hardik Hanslia is tied for 17th in the Northeast. 

Southern New Hampshire University 

Megan Paddack reports: Over the past two years the Mathematics Department at Southern New Hamp-

shire University (SNHU) has created two new majors and three new minors.  They are now offering a 

Mathematics Major, a Middle School Mathematics Education Major, and minors in Applied Mathematics, 
Mathematics, and Middle School Mathematics Education.  There are a large number of students involved 

with the programs and the new student-led Math Club. The Middle School Mathematics Education Major 

focuses students on pedagogical content knowledge by requiring a large number of mathematics for 
teacher courses that teach the rigorous mathematics found in all such programs, but from the lens of a 

teacher. The Applied Mathematics Major is popular with students in the School of Business. 

 
 

 

 

 
Do you know that some people see numbers 

as colors? Do you know there is a name for 

this condition?  One version of the name is 

color-graphemic synesthesia. 
 
How British math calculating savant 
Daniel Tammet visualizes the value of the 
number π. 
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Some of the NEMATYC Members at AMATYC 2011 - Austin, TX 

 

 

 

 

 
JOIN NEMATYC 

You are a member if you attended the Spring 
conference at Cape Cod CC, or if you mailed 
in your $10 membership fee, or if you will be 

attending this spring’s conference. 
Not a member? 

Join by sending the $10.00 annual member-
ship fee, payable to NEMATYC, to  
David Cox, NEMATYC Treasurer 

Southern New Hampshire University 
2500 N. River Road 

Manchester, NH 03106 
 

 

 

Florence Chambers, Southern Maine CC, was 
awarded the 2011 AMATYC Teaching Excellence 

Award and Alice Wilson, Bristol CC is a Cohort 8 Pro-

ject ACCCESS Member! Congratulations to you both! 
 

Of course the figure on page 7 is … Apple Pie  

 

Many of the NEMATYC members who went “from Boston to Austin” 

 

We know  is intimately related to circles, and therefore 360 degrees. True or False: the 358, 359, 

360th digits of the decimal expansion of  are 3 6 0. 

True! Numerologists, have fun. This ignores the integer part, 3. It’s also true that 3 6 0 appears in places 

285, 286, 287, but that’s less interesting.  
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Come to Your Conference! 
by Judy King, 2012 Conference Chair 

Now what?  The Super Bowl’s’ over and March Madness hasn’t begun.  

How will you fill your spare time?  Here’s one idea.  Complete NEMATYC’s 
online call for proposals for speakers for our annual conference at 

http://nematyuc.info/PROPOSALS/ to participate in the fun. Once you’ve done 

that, sit back and contemplate knowing you’ll contribute to one of the best 

events of the year.   
What’s in store at this year’s conference?  Well, we’ll gather at NHTI-

Concord’s Community College Friday afternoon, and after registering, listen to a few persons talk about things 

we may not know, or may, but from a viewpoint not our own.  Late afternoon, we’ll stop by the hotel, a Court-
yard by Marriott, where the hardy among us can enjoy, weather permitting (this is New England, after all, and it 

will still be March), the walk along Horseshoe Pond and a short, gradual uphill over a now closed road to the 

beautiful Kimball-Jenkins Estate.  Don’t want to walk?  No problem!  The hotel has a shuttle whose services 
we’ve enlisted. At Kimball-Jenkins we’ll be able to view two art exhibits, one of political cartoons, and one of 

monotypes.  At supper we’ll have someone to tell us about both the Estate and the exhibits.  Ah, supper.  We’ll 

do a repeat of last year’s super supper sellout!  Bring on the pizza!  Bring in the salads! And, Oh! those desserts!  

Of course we’ll have something with which to quench our thirst as well.  Following a second entertaining 
speaker (each has been challenged to keep his talk to 30 minutes or less, so that we are able to remain respectful 

while he talks) we’ll have plenty of time for us to talk, to reconnect, to enjoy each other’s company.  And isn’t 

that what our Friday night social events are all about?  Forgot to bring your flashlight for walking home to the 
hotel in the dark?  No problem.  Remember, we’ll have the Courtyard’s shuttle at our beck and call.   Want to 

continue relaxing?  The hotel lounge will be open as long as there are people inside. 

Some of us though will be ready to hit the sheets.  We’ll have a busy day Saturday.  Think you’re going to 
have a long day of sitting?  The hotel is close enough you could walk to NHTI.  Don’t like to walk?  Running 

late?  Don’t forget the shuttle!  NEMATYC will have a continental breakfast laid out for us starting about 8AM.  

Recent arrivals will have time to register.  We’ll have time to eat, to visit, to peruse the offerings of our publish-

ers, and get talked out so we’ll be able to listen to our brief, informative welcome session.  Then we get down to 
business.  Sessions, session, and more sessions!  Even some workshops!  How will you choose which ones to 

attend?  As math teachers we could always flip a coin, or roll a die.  We might even choose some random num-

ber.  However you make the choice, do attend some.  As conference chair, I’m sorry you can’t attend them all;  
the abstracts look great.   

Need a mid-morning coffee or tea?  We’ll take care of that too.  Another round of sessions and workshops 

and we’ll be ready for lunch.  Have we got a treat for you!  NHTI’s cafeteria staff will have poured their hearts 

out to prepare food for us.  Good as the food is, and you’ll have choices too, that’s not the treat I was meaning.  
Herb Gross one of NEMATY’s founders will educate and entertain us.  Please see Herb’s bio elsewhere in this 

newsletter. Phenomenal person.  Even those of us who have heard Herb talk before will be enthralled.  Got 

questions you want to ask him?  He’s volunteered to be available after lunch as well.  After another round of 
talks and workshops presented by our very own members, with a few outsider volunteers too, we’ll conclude 

this year’s gathering with our business meeting.  This is our once a year, official coming together at which we 

elect the members who will govern our organization for the forthcoming year.  Although a slate has been pre-
pared based on the volunteers who have made their intentions known, nominations from the floor will be ac-

cepted.  We’ll share with you what the board has been up to over the past year, we’ll be open for suggestions for 

the next year, or years.  And we’ll have our famous raffle to support our Student Math League awards.  Got a 

donation?  We’ll accept re-gift-able items that don’t fit your décor or life.  One never knows quite what will 
catch our members’ fancy.  Anyone remember the excitement the Elvis telephones created?  What will it be this 

year?  Didn’t win anything in the raffle?  Maybe you’ll have better luck in the door prize drawing.  Of course 

you have to be present for this, but the prizes should be worth hanging around for.   
Afterward it’s hugs for all.  As we grab one for the road, a soft one of course, we’ll be reminiscing about 

this weekend and anticipating one at North Shore Community College next year.  Making plans already to join 

the crew from NSCC, maybe as a presenter, maybe just as a participant, but definitely to be there.  
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NEMATYC 2012 

MATH: CONQUERED IN CONCORD 

38th Annual Meeting  

NHTI–Concord’s Community College 
31 College Drive 

Concord, NH 03301 
 

Friday and Saturday 

March 30-31, 2012 
 

You can still submit a presentation for a talk at this meeting, up to Friday, March 9. Use 

the online form at http://nematyc.info/PROPOSAL/ 

 

The conference starts Friday March 30 in the afternoon and continues through Saturday afternoon, March 31. 
 

FRIDAY Highlights 
2:30 to 5:30 -  Registration 

3:30 - Presentations start 

6:30 to … whenever - Evening Event 

Appetizers, pizza, salad, dessert, and bev-
erages at the Kimball Jenkins Estate Car-

riage House.  

SATURDAY Highlights 
8:00 to 12:00 Registration 

8:30 Welcome 

9:00 Presentations begin 

12:00 (approximate) Lunch and featured 
speaker Herb Gross. 

Saturday Luncheon Featured Speaker: Herb Gross 
If you know Herb, he needs no introduction. If 

you don’t know him, it’s time you did! His 

Message of Teacher as Coach is timeless. 
 Herb Gross is the founding president and/or impetus behind 

NYSMATYC, NEMATYC and AMATYC! Herb has had an 

illustrious career as a professor at Corning Community College in 
New York, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Bunker Hill 

Community College. Herb keynoted the 1993 AMATYC meeting 

in Boston, and has keynoted many, many meetings, as well as being 
a commencement speaker and special workshop speaker at various 

institutions. 

At MIT Herb created a widely acclaimed, and still available, 

course called “Calculus Revisited.” In 1986 he was named by the 
American Association of Community College Trustees as the 

nation's Outstanding Community College Instructor. Although 

retired from Bunker Hill Community College Herb is still very active. Last year he spoke at both 
NYSMATYC and MATYCONN, and he is working on new ways to teach arithmetic. 

 

Register and Pay Fees by Credit Card or PayPal at the NEMATYC web site 

http://www.NEMATYC.org/ 
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Here is a sample of currently planned presentations… (see Abstracts, following) 
• A Conversation with Herb Gross 

• Building Bridges for the Mathematics Student 

• CC-OLI Statistics: Free, Research-based Online Learning Materials 

• Come Find Out what AMATYC is all About 

• Course Redesign: What works 

• Factoring trinomials—why the “ac Method” is not just magic 

• Fibonacci Win Points: Baseball Statistics Conquered at NEMATYC 

• GeoGebra for Everyone 

• Helping Developmental Students Succeed With Online Homework 

• Imprecise P value versus Precise P value, How to accurately measure the strength of evidence 

• Let's Not Teach Scientific Notation Anymore 

• Making Math Real: A Bottom-Up Approach 

• Normal Probability Plots Using Excel 

• Project ACCCESS:  What it Can Do For You 

• Ready for “New Life” in Developmental Mathematics 

• Revitalizing Your Statistics Course 

• Statistics:  Events and Repercussions 

• Statway—A New Pathway to and Through College-Level Statistics 

• The Adjective/Noun Theme: Or Making All Numbers Whole 

• Using Technology in a Math Class 

• What, I can’t lecture all the time?  How Do I “teach”? 

• YouTube Videos with a Webcam or Tablet 
 

Register and Pay Fees by Credit Card or PayPal  

http://www.NEMATYC.org/ 

 
– Friday Evening – 

Appetizers, pizza, salad, dessert, and beverages at the  
Kimball Jenkins Estate Carriage House 

Kimball Jenkins Estate ~ 266 North Main Street, Concord NH 03301 
 

 
Originally the private residence of a prominent Concord, NH family, the elegant Kimball-Jenkins Estate 

is now home to the growing Kimball-Jenkins School of Art. The buildings provide galleries, private stu-

dios, and studio classrooms for drawing, painting, ceramics, photography, woodworking, and sculpture. 
NEMATYC members will hear a short presentation and network over appetizers, pizza, salad, dessert, 

and beverages. This format has proved very popular in recent NEMATYC conferences–we want a chance 

to meet our colleagues from around the region and talk shop with colleagues we otherwise do not see. 

http://www.kimballjenkins.com/functionrooms/carriagehouse.html  
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LOCAL ACCOMODATIONS 
 

The Courtyard by Marriott, 70 Constitution Ave, Concord, NH 03301 is centrally located, and is re-

serving a block of 25 rooms at a special rate of $94 + tax (currently 9%) if reserved by March 9. 

Call for the special NEMATYC rates. 1-603-225-0303 

 

 

 

 

For Your GPS 

NHTI–Concord’s Community College, 31 College Drive, Concord, NH 03301 

Kimball Jenkins Estate, 266 North Main Street, Concord NH 03301 

Courtyard by Marriott, 70 Constitution Ave, Concord, NH 03301
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Conference Registration Form 

New England Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges 
38th Annual Meeting – Friday & Saturday, March 30 - 31, 2012 

NHTI, Concord's Community College, 31 College Drive, Concord, NH 03301 

MATH: CONQUERED IN CONCORD 

Early Registration Discount: Mail by Thursday March 15, 
or Register Online by Sunday March 18. 

This helps the conference committee plan, and you will save $10. 
 

Register faster and easier online! Pay by credit card or Paypal 

http://www.NEMATYC.org/ 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________ 

     Home       College     ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________  Email: _____________________________________________ 

Institution / Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________ 

• Do you plan to attend the Friday sessions (helps us plan)?  Yes . . No 

• Would you serve as a presider?  Yes . . No 

• To save money and paper, would you like to receive  Yes . . No 
the newsletter electronically?  

• I am a first-time attendee†.  Yes . . No 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE   $__________ (1) 
 The registration fee covers admission to the conference,  
 NEMATYC membership, Saturday continental breakfast, and lunch. 
 Rates: Full-Time Educator or Professional  ($60* / $70**) 
  Part-Time Educator, Retired, Student, Guest  ($30* / $40**) 
  Current Project ACCCESS Fellow or Presenter*** ($0*   / $10**) 

*Early Registration discount rate if postmarked by Thursday, March 15, or registered 

online by Sunday, March 18.  ** After discount dates and at the door. *** The early 

registration fee is waived for one presenter per session. 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIAL ($20†) $__________ (2) 

 †Waived for current Project ACCCESS Fellows and First-Time Attendees 
 
TOTAL ENCLOSED   Note the Conference Refund Policy on page 19 $__________ (1+2) 
 

Make checks payable to NEMATYC and mail with your registration to: 
 

Judy King / NEMATYC Questions? Email Judy King  
NHTI, Concord's Community College at jking@ccsnh.edu 
31 College Drive 
Concord, NH 03301
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A Conversation with Herb Gross 

Herb Gross 

There are always those who want to talk with Herb after his presentations. This will be scheduled to 

follow Herb’s lunchtime talk, to permit some time for those conversations. 

Building Bridges for the Mathematics Student: Leading Them from a State of Concrete Under-

standing into a World of Abstraction 

Rachel Olson, Mount Ida College 

In this presentation, we will discuss the use of nontraditional (or alternative) teaching/learning strate-
gies to facilitate understanding of abstract mathematical concepts.  We will examine various topics 

from math courses and identify the different forms of bridges that educators and students build in or-

der to connect their prior knowledge to abstract concepts.  We will discuss several cognitive princi-

ples presented in Why Don’t Students Like School? by Daniel T. Willingham and extend these prin-
ciples into the mathematics classroom.   We will consider the effectiveness of building such bridges 

and uncover how analogies can be used in the learning and teaching of mathematics.   This presenta-

tion will conclude with a discussion of whether is it possible to successfully use nonmathematical 
analogous situations to bridge student knowledge and lead students from a state of concrete under-

standing into a world of abstraction. 

CC-OLI Statistics: Free, Research-based Online Learning Materials 

Mary Moynihan 

The Community College Open Learning Initiative builds free web-based courses hosted at Carnegie 

Mellon that use an intelligent tutor, virtual laboratories, simulations, and frequent feedback. Work 

through some of the stat tutors that can be used by any faculty whether you adopt the course materials 
or not. Investigate the research feedback loops that use data gathered from embedded assessments to 

provide feedback to students, instructors, course designers, and learning science researchers. Note: 

The materials are online, the course doesn't have to be. I'm using the online textbook in a fully f2f 
class. 

Come Find Out what AMATYC is all About 

Jane Tanner, AMATYC Regional Vice President, Jack Keating, Past AMATYC Regional Vice 

President, Massasoit Community College, Philip Mahler, Past AMATYC President, Middlesex 

Community College 

Come find out what AMATYC has to offer you!  Learn about AMATYC from people who are taking 

an active role within the organization.  Plan on joining together with other colleagues who are con-
cerned about two-year college mathematics across this country and Canada. 

Course Redesign: What works 

David Henry, Bristol Community College 

Many two-year and four-year institutions have embarked on redesigning their developmental math in-

struction to help students achieve success and sometimes move at a  more rapid rate through the use 

of technology.  Some  colleges have seen better results than others, so if you are interested in this 

method of instruction it is best to get off on the right foot.  A panel will discuss how to successfully, 
and unsuccessfully, plan and implement course redesign projects and go over results. 

Factoring trinomials—why the “ac Method” is not just magic 

David Grinstein, Bunker Hill Community College 

A rigorous proof that the “ac method” of factoring trinomials always works.  The ac method often 

looks like magic to many College Algebra students, and the reason why it works is not usually in 

textbooks.  This proof is more for the teacher’s comfort than the student’s.  It depends on the unique 
factorization theorem for integers.  
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Fibonacci Win Points: Baseball Statistics Conquered at NEMATYC 

Steve Krevisky, Middlesex Community College (CT) 

Bill James developed a system to evaluate a baseball pitchers’ Hall of Fame chances, related to Fibo-

nacci numbers.   In this presentation we discuss what this formula is, what pitchers benefit from this 

system, and how the method could be improved.  Intended for teachers of algebra, statistics, and 
qualitative literacy. 

GeoGebra for Everyone 

Joseph Manthey, Capital Community College 

Goegebra is a free dynamic mathematics software package combining the elements of dynamic ge-

ometry software (Sketchpad, Cabri, Cinderella) with elements of computer algebra systems (Maple, 

Mathematica, Maxima).  GeoGebra has interactive graphics, algebra and spreadsheet capabilities that 

can be used to improve the teaching of mathematics from elementary school through the university 
level.  This software package can be used to create demonstrations, facilitate student experimenta-

tions, and as an authoring tool for creating images and dynamic applets.  In this presentation I will 

demonstrate the range of GeoGebra via applets suitable for algebra, geometry, trigonometry, statis-
tics, and calculus.  GeoGebra for everyone! 

Helping Developmental Students Succeed With Online Homework 

Dale Dawes, Borough of Manhattan Community College 

Cengage – Commercial Presentation: Increasing enrollments and a greater focus on student outcomes 

can lead to challenges for community colleges, especially if an increased number of developmental 

students is added to the mix.  Dale Dawes from the Borough of Manhattan Community College (NY) 

will be sharing with you how he uses online homework (Enhanced WebAssign) to help him coordi-
nate student homework over 22 sections of Developmental Math. Dale will also share how the imme-

diate feedback and robust pedagogy of Enhanced WebAssign has improved  his student’s success 

rates and retention.  In addition, learn how Enhanced WebAssign can be used to facilitate self-paced, 
modular, and completely online offerings in Developmental Math. 

Imprecise P value versus Precise P value, How to accurately measure the strength of evidence 

Eike Satake, Philip Amato, Emerson College 

Although the imprecise p value remains popular and a most widely taught quantitative tool for statis-
tical inference in the introductory and intermediate level of statistics courses, the most distracting fact 

is that the imprecise p value very often overstates the amount of evidence against the null hypothesis 

and tends to draw an inaccurate conclusion because of the complex definition of it.  The main scope 
of this seminar is to introduce the precise p value, as an alternative to the imprecise p value, and show 

the comparison between the two methods.  The methods for measuring evidence are greatly empha-

sized.  

Let's Not Teach Scientific Notation Anymore 

Philip Mahler, Middlesex Community College 

Scientific notation with 0 <= decimal < 10 was developed in the age of logarithms: tables and slide 

rule. But we can live without that restriction in the age of calculators and thereby teach our students 
more useful content. 

I will review why we needed the restriction in the past, by looking at multiplication using log tables 

and slide rules, then talk about the more useful "engineering notation", a form of scientific notation. 

Making Math Real: A Bottom-Up Approach 

Joe Heise, NHTI 

College Unbound, a new, experienced-based learning program at SNHU (Southern New Hamp-
shire University), has added a weekly mathematics seminar in its second semester (spring, 2012).  

The students work 2 days a week in an internship, bringing the results of what they learn there to an 

academic environment that focuses on topics in psychology, sociology, economics and mathematics 

that will enhance their competency, understanding and professionalism in the workplace.  This talk 
will present work in progress toward developing a "bottom/up" approach to math teaching vs. the tra-
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ditional "top/down" methodology.  Students initiate math-related questions that genuinely interest 

them, arising from their internships.  Given that boredom may be our biggest challenge in getting stu-
dents engaged in mathematical learning, this already successful approach may be a prototype for a 

new way to change student passivity to activity in the classroom. 

We'll present and discuss several specific projects that have been explored, such as regression 
analysis, quality control (as part of probability theory), loan amortization, etc.  While the end result of 

this approach may be to cover the same topics as a traditional Finite Math curriculum, focusing first 

on student motivation appears to be yielding better retention and understanding than the conventional 
method. 

Normal Probability Plots Using Excel 

Barry Woods, Unity College 

Following the American Statistical Association paper entitled Use of the Correlation Coefficient with 
Normal Probability Plots by Looney and Gulledge, (February 1985, Vol. 39, No.1, Pages 75-79) we 

will use Excel to construct and then graph Normal Probability Plots using the equation  

p(i) = (i – .375)/(n + .25). 

Project ACCCESS:  What it Can Do For You 

David Henry, Bristol Community College 

NEMATYC has sent numerous fellows to AMATYC’s Project ACCCESS (Advancing Community 
College Careers:  Education, Scholarship, Service).  This program provides significant benefits to 

educators in their first three years of service.  Come hear from a panel of fellows to learn how the 

program has enhanced their personal and professional lives. 

Ready for “New Life” in Developmental Mathematics 

Jim Sullivan, Lori Heymans, Northern Essex Community College 

Investigate how a community college developed and implemented a new course, Mathematical Liter-

acy for college students, which provides students with a shorter and more relevant pathway through 
developmental math.  Explore curriculum materials that engage students in meaningful mathematics 

and quantitative reasoning skills necessary for college, careers, and life.  

Revitalizing Your Statistics Course 

Kathy Willis, Southern New England University 

Do you want to create more energy in your classroom? Are you looking for ideas to engage your stu-

dents more during class?  In this session you will be a participant in activities focusing on descriptive 

statistics and other topics in an introductory statistics class.  There will also be an opportunity for par-
ticipants to share any activities that they have found to be successful with their own students.   

Statistics:  Events and Repercussions 

Susan McCourt, Bristol Community College 

Many of us teaching statistics know how to do statistics without knowing about the people, stories 

and consequences of its development.  In this discussion, I will share what I’m learning as I develop a 

section of  Elementary Statistics for Commonwealth Honors Students. The talk will be primarily 

based on a book by David Salsburg, a former professor and research fellow, “The Lady Tasting Tea--
How Statistics Revolutionized  Science  in the Twentieth Century.” 

Statway—A New Pathway to and Through College-Level Statistics 

Andre Freeman, Capital Community College 

Statway ™ is a one-year pathway to and through college-level statistics for developmental students.  

Statway™ concentrates on statistical content with requisite arithmetic and algebraic concepts taught 

and applied in the context of  statistics.  The Statway™ pathway is structured especially for non-
STEM students and is supported by Carnegie Statway™ Networked Improvement Community.  Capi-

tal Community College is one of four Connecticut community colleges participating in this national 

initiative.  In this workshop, participants will learn about the implementation of Statway™ at Capital 

Community College, Statway™ design principles, and early results.   
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The Adjective/Noun Theme: Or Making All Numbers Whole 

Herb Gross 

I have developed a way to teach arithmetic and algebra that has elicited many favorable comments 

both in workshops that I give and in the guestbook on my website (www.adjectivenounmath.com). I 

will present this idea during this session. This would be helpful to those of us who are concerned 
about developmental mathematics. 

Using Technology in a Math Class 

Roberta Kieronski, University of New Hampshire-Manchester 

We will use technology to teach basic arithmetic to calculus.  Come see a document camera and 

GeoGebra. 

What, I can’t lecture all the time?  How Do I “teach”? 

Florence Chambers, Southern Maine Community College 

This presentation presents some strategies for creating an inviting and interactive classroom environ-

ment.  The class-room can be a regular classroom or a computer classroom. Participants will be asked 

to share and brainstorm techniques for engaging students. 

YouTube Videos with a Webcam or Tablet 

Denise Robichaud, Quinsigamond Community College 

Do you want to make videos for your students but aren’t sure how to get started?  Come see a live 
demo of three easy and inexpensive ways to make your YouTube videos. The presentation will in-

clude information on recommended hardware and software, how to link your students to your videos, 

and a sneak peek at the QCC Math Department’s new YouTube channel. 

 
Conference Refund Policy: A refund of 100% of your advance registration fees less the dues amount will be given 
upon receipt of a written request postmarked no later than two weeks prior to the conference. A 50% refund less the 
dues amount will be given if written request is postmarked within the two weeks prior to the conference. A refund 
for the Friday night dinner will be given dependent upon restaurant policy. No refunds for non-attendance will be 
given for requests postmarked after the date of the conference.  All requests should be sent to the NEMATYC Con-
ference Chairperson. Refunds will be processed approximately four to six weeks after the conference. 
 
 

 
 

True or False: The decimal expansion of  provides a useful string of random digits. 

Yes and no… the decimal expansion of   has been tested for randomness out to millions, if not billions, 

of digits and its sequence of digits meets tests of randomness. However, it is not known if all of the digits 

are random, forever. It isn’t even known if any given digit continues to appear in this series of digits for-

ever. It is only known that at least two digits must continue to appear, or else  would be rational. 

 

  31415926535897932384626433832795028841971693993751 

  05820974944592307816406286208998628034825342117067  
!  98214808651328230664709384460955058223172535940812  
!  84811174502841027019385211055596446229489549303819  
!  64428810975665933446128475648233786783165271201909  
!  14564856692346034861045432664821339360726024914127  

!  37245870066063155881748815209209628292540917153643  
!  67892590360011330530548820466521384146951941511609  
!  43305727036575959195309218611738193261179310511854  
!  80744623799627495673518857527248912279381830119491 . . . 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDiSYp_51iY
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